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TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT
TICKETSPLEASE.CA

Tickets
Please

SELLING TICKETS?
Concerts • Plays • Festivals

WE CAN HELP!
Setup • Support • Promotion

Let’s Celebrate Community!
Perth & District
Community Foundation
September 11

Karen Donnelly, Trumpet
& Frédéric Lacroix, piano
MERA Schoolhouse
September 11

Close to Home
Neville Wells & Frank Koller
MERA Schoolhouse
September 18

Ice Breaker World Premiere
Studio Theatre Perth
September 6 & 7

ART
Studio Theatre Perth
September 8 to 18

Somerset Combo
Jazz House Concert, Perth
September 25

Fibrefest & Workshops
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum
September 7 to 11

Maple Leafs Alumni Game
Smiths Falls
September 17

Harvest Supper
St. Paul’s Church, Almonte
September 17

Plus many more events coming soon!

Almonte
A
C
ntiques &

ollectibles

26 Mill Street, Almonte, ON   K0A 1A0
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47 Leacock Rd., Frankville
613-275-2187

AOGGallery47@gmail.com
AOGGallery.ca

NEW!
AOG GALLERY

ART TRAIL

AOG Gallery is open by appointment

2km hike/snowshoe/ski art trail
entrance at 42 Leacock Rd. Frankville

Trail is open all year.

237 Borden Road
Mississippi Mills ON  K7C 3P1
Phone: (613) 256–5081

Editor:
Kris Riendeau
editor@thehumm.com

Layout and Design:
Rob Riendeau
rob@thehumm.com

Advertising/Promotions:
Kris Riendeau: (613) 256–5081
kris@thehumm.com

Calendar Submissions:
Rona Fraser
calendar@thehumm.com

theHumm is a monthly arts, enter-
tainment and ideas newspaper de-
livered free to businesses and visitor 
attractions in Almonte, Perth, Car-
leton Place, Westport, Pakenham, 
Carp, Arnprior, Smiths Falls, Burn-
stown, White Lake, Balderson, and 
Ottawa. Our mandate is to connect 
and promote people and events in 
the small towns and rural commu-
nities of the Ottawa Valley — where 
the arts flourish and entertaining 
characters run amok!

Submissions
By email or on disk. 

Content Deadline:
20th of the month prior to publication

Advertising Deadline:
22nd of the month prior to publication

Subscriptions
cost $40 (includes HST) for one 
year (12 issues). Send a cheque 
with your name and address to:
theHumm: 237 Borden Road
Mississippi Mills ON  K7C 3P1

Opinions and information pub-
lished in theHumm in letters, press 
releases, or individual columns do 
not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of this newspaper.

All writing, artwork, and pho-
tographs published in theHumm 
are copyright to the author, or to 
theHumm in the case where no 
author is specified. Reprinting any 
content without permission vio-
lates copyright and is prohibited. If 
you enjoy something, let us know 
and we’ll pass it on to the author 
or artist though!

Thumm’s up this month to:
Everyone who volunteered for the 
amazing Puppets Up! Interna-
tional Puppet Festival. There was 
a veritable army of friendly yellow- 
and grey-shirted folks welcoming 
visitors, hosting venues, making 
everything sound and look great… 
the list goes on and on and we 
couldn’t have done it without you!
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The Friends of the Mississippi Mills Library are holding their annual 
book sale in Almonte from October 21–23, during Library Week. The 
proceeds of this sale will go to the Mississippi Mills Public Library to 
help expand the collection of large print books. The demand for these 
books is escalating and they are much more expensive to purchase than 
other books. Let’s see if we can make the sale a huge success! The dates 
and times for the book sale are October 21 from 12–8pm, October 22 
from 10am to 5pm, and October 23 from 12–5pm.

Please Donate Books!
Book sales need books, so organizers are asking the community to 
donate books they would like to pass on. They are collecting recent 
books in good condition, books of any genre, books for both kids and 
adults, and French books. Alas, they cannot accept encyclopedias, 
textbooks, bibles, or books that have been exposed to dampness or 
are mouldy. If you have books to donate, please drop them off between 
September 7 and October 20. Organizers are in the final stages of 
negotiating a space to hold the sale and should be able to announce 
the drop-off site by the end of August. Keep an eye out for details or 
contact them at <friends@missmillslibrary.com>.

MMPL Book Sale

Back in 2020, Shannon Watson sent in this photo of her 
friend reading theHumm and wrote: “I love theHumm and 
brought it to Campbell River, BC for my very talented old 
friend Alethea Lewis to see!”
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Or should it be re-rooting? Painter Don 
Bruner is still rejoicing over the quirk of 
fate that found him the perfect place to put 
down new roots in this next phase of his life. 
Almonte suits him perfectly. His exuberant 
paintings of his new locale and the surround-
ing countryside are convincing evidence of 
what a perfect fit it is.

Further affirmation of that statement came 
his way recently when his painting of a scene in 
Almonte titled “The Night Market” was awarded 
Juror’s Choice (aka best in show) at the 2022 West 
Carleton Arts Society spring show at the Kanata 
Civic Art Gallery. Like so many of his ebullient por-
trayals of local scenes, the painting conveys the joy 
he experiences as he surveys his new environment.

The same holds true for his pastoral landscapes, 
and his paintings that include people in all kinds of 
settings. His subjects look happy and/or at peace. 
Somehow you can forget the stress of an ongoing 
pandemic and the worries of the world when you 

gaze at Bruner’s renderings of the scenes he selects. 
He says that his overall goal is “…to create a visual 
story. Bringing enough to the work to engage the 
viewer yet leaving enough for them to bring their 
own experiences into the conversation.” In my view, 
he succeeds. His paintings leave me feeling that I 
would like to be there, to join in, to be happy.

Currently his preferred medium is acrylics — he 
paints quickly. But the paintings are based on days of 
mentally visualizing the scene he is about to create. 

by Sally Hansen
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He works from memory as well as from sketches and 
photos gathered in the field. In the studio, he brings 
to the easel “a sense of ‘being there’ in the moment 
— the feel of the time of day, lighting and weather”. 
He succeeds in retaining a loose and playful energy 
that energizes his viewer.

Perhaps his good fortune in his 21-year career 
with Pfizer (delivering animal health products to 
veterinarians) continues to fuel the joie de vivre that 
so frequently illuminates his paintings. How many 
people have you known who spontaneously declare 
I loved my job. I couldn’t wait to get up in the morning 
and go to work!? After an itinerant childhood in a 
military family (Winnipeg, Whitehorse, Germany, 
Halifax, North Bay), Don studied production plan-
ning and logistics at Humber College. He landed a 
job with a forty-person “lean operation” headed by 
a demanding and fair female CEO who developed 
an incredible team. His face still lights up when he 
describes the pride he took in his contribution to 
their successes.

Bruner is a longtime professional artist, instructor 
and mentor. He studied perspective in high school 
drafting classes and enjoys playing with it in his 

compositions. Primarily self-taught, he 
eventually started taking art courses for 
fun, and learned how to paint quickly 
and with confidence. Working initially 
in watercolour, he progressed to oil 
paints, and now paints primarily with 
acrylics; it better suits his bursts of 
creativity. While he lived in Orangeville 
he founded a local artist studio tour, 
operated an art supply store catering 
to professional artists, and conducted 
workshops and evening classes for be-
ginning and intermediate artists. He was 
also represented at Studio 737 in Tweed, 
and worked as a commercial designer 
and concept artist for a local company.

While residing in Dryden and Fort 
Frances in western Ontario, he was a 
member of the Dryden Artist’s Associa-

tion and occasional instructor at their workshops. 
A highlight of his time there was his donation of 
a large historical work to the Atikokan Museum 
to further their promotional activities. He gifted a 
4’ x 5’ accurate representation of the White Otter 
Castle and its builder, Jimmy McQuat, as it appeared 
a century ago, using existing research materials 
and visits to the remote site. He also enjoyed and 
challenged himself with northern adventures in the 
bush, camping by boat.

A Flourishing Transplant
Today Bruner gets tremendous satisfaction from the overwhelmingly 
positive reception he enjoys since his serendipitous arrival in Almonte 
three years ago. After his second wife ran off with a lumberjack, he 
decided to move closer to his sons and his brother and spotted an 
ad for an apartment that seemed interesting. “Talk about throwing 
a dart,” he enthused, describing how incredibly fortunate he feels to 
have landed in the midst of the beautiful town with its vibrant and 
welcoming arts community.

On his Facebook page, Don includes a photo of the painting of 
Baker Bob’s storefront in Almonte that the proprietor bought from 
him and now displays in the store window. Bruner particularly ap-
preciates the friendships he has already formed with local artists. Since 
his arrival in Mississippi Mills he has founded an evolving plein air 
painting group who meet regularly. Unlike many artists who paint en 
plein air, Don actually relishes encounters with passersby who stop 
to admire, question, and chat. His response to my surprise at hearing 
this is classic: “I can walk and chew gum at the same time, and I can 
talk and paint at the same time too.”

In addition to contributing his artworks to rotating displays at a 
number of venues in and around town, Bruner will be offering an 
eight-week (Wednesday evenings at 7pm) Sketching and Drawing 
Skills class later this month at JB Arts in Almonte <jbarts.ca>.

WCAS Expressions of Art
As a member of the West Carleton Arts Society (WCAS), he has 
participated in multiple WCAS shows. There is a great opportunity 
to fuel your joie de vivre by viewing Don’s artworks on display at their 
upcoming “Expressions of Art” exhibition and sale, taking place from 
October 7–9 at the Agricultural Hall at the Carp Fairgrounds. Check 
(and keep) Don Bruner’s Artist Trading Card at the top of this page 
for all the details you need to channel his positive energy.

Don Bruner —
The Pleasures of 
Rerouting

A R T I S T  T R A D I N G  C A R D

T H E  H U M M



613-256-5764
89 Mill St.  Almonte

Market
shopping
in style

SPECIALTY COOKWARE  |   KITCHEN GADGETS   |  UNIQUE GOURMET ITEMS  |  GIFT BASKETS

fine food, fun kitchen & artful dining ware

WHO	 Don Bruner

WHAT	 Acrylic Paintings, Art Instructor

WHERE	 Home Gallery in Almonte by appointment, 
<don.g.bruner@hotmail.co.uk>, 
(807) 323–1606; Facebook 
<westcarletonartssociety.ca/bruner>, 

WHEN	 Thanksgiving Weekend, Oct. 7–9, West Carleton 
Arts Society “Expressions of Art” exhibition and 
sale, Carp Fairgrounds, Agricultural Hall, 3790 
Carp Rd., <westcarletonartssociety.ca>

WHY	 “To distill the essence of a scene and engage 
the viewer by elevating the perhaps mundane or 
overlooked into something more personal.”
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Once known as “North America’s Manchester” 
because of its numerous textile mills, Almonte now 
celebrates its heritage with an annual celebration 
of the fibre arts. Come out to the friendly town on 
September 10 and 11 for the Mississippi Valley Textile 
Museum’s 27th annual Fibrefest. This year’s festival is 
taking place at two locations — the Almonte Com-
munity Centre and the Textile Museum. Admission 
is $7 per day, which gets you access to both sites. 
Local guilds will demonstrate spinning, knitting, 
weaving, rug hooking, lacemaking, smocking and 
quilting. Vendors include finished fibre goods and 
textile-related supplies from across the province, as 
well as quilt shops and alpaca farms.

This year, several hands-on workshops, as well as 
a Zoom lecture, will be taking place in conjunction 
with Fibrefest. This is your chance to roll up your 
sleeves and get felting, weaving or hooking with 
talented fibre artists and vendors. Workshops run 
Wednesday through Sunday (September 7–11) at 
both the museum and the community centre, and 
registration fees include free admission to the festival. 
Advance registration is required and some workshops 
may need you to bring some of your own supplies, 
so do check <almontefibrefest.ca> and sign up early 
to avoid disappointment!

Join author and artist Claire Wellesley-Smith 
for a discussion of her textile practice and research 
in former industrial textile communities based in 
West Yorkshire and East Lancashire, UK. Claire 
will present her lecture, titled Northern Threads: 
Connecting post-industrial textile communities, 
via Zoom on Thursday, September 8 at 1pm. Her 

Almonte Fibrefest
A Two-Day Festival of the Fibre Arts

most recent book, Resilient Stitch: Wellbeing and 
Connection in Textile Art, was published in 2021. 
She teaches and lectures internationally.

You can register for workshops and Claire’s 
lecture, and get tickets for Fibrefest itself, at Tickets 
Please (485–6434, TicketsPlease.ca).

During the two-day festival, explore the new per-
manent history exhibit at the museum called Mate-
rial World on the Mississippi, which interprets how a 
piece of wool fibre becomes a piece of finished cloth, 
and includes industrial machines used throughout 
the process as well as mill worker accounts of working 
and living in a textile mill town.

Also on display this year is the featured 
exhibit In the Forest, an art installation by Kai Chan. 
Kai Chan was born in Chung Kiang, China and 
immigrated to Canada in 1966. He graduated from 
Chung Chi College in Hong Kong and completed a 
degree in interior design at the Ontario College of 
Art. His work is textile-based and three-dimensional.

Michael Rikley-Lancaster, Executive Director/ 
Curator of the museum, explains that: “It has been 
a dream of mine to curate an exhibit of the work of 
artist Kai Chan for twenty years. I am transfixed by 
the way Kai is inspired by spaces and transforms 
them using inspiration within the space. The artist 
has been inspired by the pillars in our gallery to create 
his interpretation of a forest (these pillars were at one 
time trees) with suspended threads (once a textile 
mill) from the gallery’s ceiling. I have seen many 
installations of Kai’s work in the past, and they’ve 
always left me in awe.”

To obtain additional information about Fibrefest, 
please visit <almontefibrefest.ca>. To register or 
purchase tickets, visit <TicketsPlease.ca>.

Not only does Fibrefest span two days of demos 
and vendors, it offers a special Zoom lecture and 15 
workshops! A featured exhibit by Kai Chan (below 

left) is also on display at the Textile Museum.

A R T I S T  T R A D I N G  C A R D

T H E  H U M M



Many summer items
still available

up to

70% off!

Fall in love…
with our new
collections!

Denim for men & women

14 Mill Street, Almonte

613.461.2000
open 7 days a weekwww.janetorrance.ca

ELECT

ALMONTE WARD
TORRANCE

Leadership • Vision • Action

Contact Jane
Phone: 613–206–0028 or jane@janetorrance.com
   JaneinAlmonte        Jane Torrance for Almonte

Your voice
for positive 
community

building
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By Susie Osler
As the glorious golden summer days grow shorter and cooler, many 
members of the Perth Autumn Studio Tour (PAST) are feeling a related 
seasonal shift as they get ready for this year’s Tour. Pottery wheels are in 
full spin, palettes of colour are being skillfully dabbed onto canvasses. 
Stone is being carved, looms are humming, wool is being spun, leather 
is being stitched, gems are being set. Creators of all stripes are busy 
creating the stuff of their imaginations in preparation for this year’s 
Perth Autumn Studio Tour.

After a prolonged and unanticipated two-year Covid hiatus, the tour 
members are excited to announce that this beloved event is returning 
this fall! We have missed seeing our patrons for the last two autumns, 
but hope that the new approaches our planning committee has come 
up with for this year’s Tour will entice you to come out and visit us 
once again.

As by now all of us know, Covid has asked us to evolve and become 
much more fluid and responsive in face of ever-changing events. PAST 
members too have opted the past couple of years to take these some-
times challenging times in stride and to use them as an opportunity 
to experiment with new approaches for the tour to keep it feeling 
dynamic and fresh.

In order to take advantage of (likely) warmer weather, we have 
chosen new dates for this year — Saturday, September 24 and Sunday, 
September 25 — two days instead of three. Though we realize that 
for some people the Thanksgiving tradition of doing the tour may be 
missed, we hope that for many others this will be a welcome change 
— opening up the Thanksgiving weekend to other possibilities or 
more family time!

We will have four stops this year. These include the Maberly Hall 
(with ample parking; or perhaps consider biking the trail from Maberly 
to Brooke Valley!), the Cordwood Studio (Zoë Lianga), and the studios 
of Susie Osler and Catherine Orfald. A smaller number, but more bang 
for your buck at each one, with 30 participants (indoors and outdoors) 
spread between them. As several long-time members will be on sab-
batical this year, the studios of Franc van Oort, Anne Chambers, Brent 
Kirkham and Dunn Sohn will not be open. While these members and 
their studios will surely be missed, there will be less time spent driving, 
and more time spent discovering our participating artists and their 
diverse offerings. It has also been our intention to encourage younger 
and emerging makers in their creative pursuits, and many will be 
featured on the tour this year.

We are also considering our precious environment in the choices we 
can make in organizing the tour. Perhaps the most noticeable will be the 
absence of brochures this year — a decision we have made to mitigate 

Perth Autumn Studio Tour
New Dates! Tour Takes Place in September This Year

paper waste and in recognition of our increasingly digital savvy world. 
A downloadable/printable map and the list of stops, with addresses 
and corresponding artists, is available at <perthstudiotour.com>. Be 
sure to also bookmark the website on your phone as an alternate 
navigation tool.

Our small but mighty organizing team has had fun imagining the 
2022 revamped version of the Perth Autumn Studio Tour. It has become 
amply clear to us that our patrons have missed the tour for the past 
couple of years and are as hungry as we are to reconnect again in our 
creative spaces. And speaking of hunger… you won’t want to miss out 
on the fabulous harvest lunch offered at our small, parent-organized 
Brooke Valley School, available from 10am to 4pm each day. The menu 
will be posted on the website the week of the Tour. 

We hope the changes we are making this year feel fresh and inspire 
you to come out from 10am to 5pm on September 24 and/or 25 for 
this year’s Perth Autumn Studio Tour! Please note: many makers will 
not be able to accept credit or debit cards. Please come prepared with 
cash or cheques to avoid disappointment.

To learn more about our artists and to subscribe to our email 
list, check out <perthstudiotour.com>. Follow us on Instagram and 
Facebook at @perthstudiotour and help us spread the excitement 
about this year’s tour!

The organizers of the 2022 Perth Autumn Studio Tour are excited to 
welcome people on September 24 & 25. In the back row (l–r) are 

Rita Redner, Willa Murray, Catherine Orfald, and in front are 
Zoë Lianga and Susie Osler
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On these pages you’ll find 
a wonderful collection of 

classes, courses and lessons 
for many ages and skill 

levels. Taught by talented 
local artists, musicians, 

dancers, movers and shakers 
— you’ll be inspired to learn 

and create this autumn!

The monthly Friday night lectures series, Almonte 
Lectures, is launching its new season with an eclectic 
mix of lectures for the next three months. Following 
a successful reception to Zoom — yup, glass of wine, 
jammies, and no driving — the Lectures will continue 
on Zoom for September, October and November, 
in the traditional 7:30pm time slot on the last Friday 
of the month.

On September 30, Jan Johns, the President of the 
Orchid Society of Ottawa, will dispel the myth that 
orchids are hard to grow. Jan is the proud owner of 
over 100 orchids in her home and garden. A scien-
tist, teacher and obvious devotee of this specialized 
flower, Jan will offer her Confessions of an Orchid 
Lover to encourage everyone — even those who 
can’t keep a cactus alive — that growing orchids is 
a fulfilling and exciting experiment. 

Jan has helped organize the Ottawa Orchid Show 
(which will return next spring) — an extravaganza 
of beauty not to be missed by photographers and 
plant lovers alike. Try to walk away without a flower 
in your hand! 

On October 28, technology takes the front seat 
with a lecture by Dr. Halla Thorsteindottir. Is High 
Tech only for Rich Countries? is a relevant question 
when worldwide news travels so fast. Dr. Thorstein-
dottir has been actively involved at the UN level 

This autumn, MERA (McDonalds Corners and 
Elphin Recreation and Arts) will have the School-
house bustling with activities for people of all ages. 
Join us at 974 Dalhousie Concession 9A in McDon-
alds Corners to bring more arts into your life!

First off, you are invited to the Fall Open House 
at the Schoolhouse on Sunday, September 25 from 
12–3pm. Come and learn about all the activities 
MERA has to offer and how to join in! The Open 
House will be a great opportunity to discover what 
programs happen regularly, and to meet members 
of the MERA community. Through displays, demon-
strations, great conversations and presentations, you 
can find out more about our diverse arts programs, 
exhibits, concert series, camps, events, history, 
workshops and so much more. Enjoy a wonderful 
afternoon with refreshments and fun.

The MERA Art Circle presents Trees 4 Life — a 
community-wide celebration of how trees contribute 

Meditation practice is common to many spiritual 
traditions. In a six-week course led by Anna Karuna 
Egan, participants will explore the philosophical 
foundations of Buddhist meditation. You will learn 
techniques that invite more perspective and a greater 
sense of calm, while understanding how to diffuse 
stress and acknowledge the habitual patterns we hold 
in the body and mind. 

The path of meditation goes right to the heart of 
being and asks us to familiarize ourselves with our 
self. Buddhist meditation works with profound con-
templative topics that emphasize the nature of reality 
and the nature of being. These spiritual practices 
help us to see clearly and live wisely by integrating 
mindfulness in daily life. All are welcome.

Meditation Course

Join in the Fun at MERA!
to the web of life. A tree planting and art show will 
take place on October 15 from 10am to 4pm. You 
can also view the art show hanging in Dean Hall for 
the entire month of October.

Moms and tots can enjoy a morning working 
with clay and making beautiful art in our upcom-
ing pottery workshop. The Moms and Tots Paint 
a Pottery Picture workshop will be led by Elaine 
Wilson on October 22 from 9:30–11:30am. 

MERA will host a Halloween Ball on October 29 

for children and adults of all ages. Join us for a 
costume parade, spooky crafts, cupcake decorating 
and loads of fun. 

MERA is committed to facilitating and promot-
ing activities and programs for all ages which help 
bring this rural community together, and to pro-
moting awareness and understanding of the arts 
and well-being. For more information, please visit 
<meraschoolhouse.org>.

Zoom and Learn!
Almonte Lectures Returns with Fall Offerings

in researching innovation and cooperation among 
diverse smaller countries, and has valuable insight 
into the working relationships available through 
various media. An Adjunct Professor at the Uni-
versity of Toronto and Cinvestav Mexico, as well as 
a native of Iceland, Halla had developed extensive 
relationships on which to base her research.

Richard Van Loon will return on November 25 
for the final 2022 lecture entitled David Thompson, 
Canada’s Epic Mapmaker. Those who heard Rich-
ard’s previous lectures will not want to miss this one. 
Richard’s interest in Canadian history brings his lec-
tures alive with stories we likely haven’t heard before. 

All three lectures can be accessed through 
<almontelectures.net>, where you can register for 
the Zoom lectures, discover more details about the 
speakers and their subjects, or donate to Almonte 
Lectures. 

These lectures have been running for 18 years 
under the guidance of the late Don Wiles, Warren 
Thorngate, Mel Turner, Jan Johns and Glenda Jones. 
They have provided a wide range of subjects and 
speakers, all of whom have been enthusiastically 
received. It’s been a fulfilling run, and likely will 
continue in a new direction in 2023. Watch for details 
at a later date!
— Glenda Jones

The course starts on September 25, and runs on 
Sundays from 5-6:15pm at the Almonte Old Town 
Hall. Find details at <somaticwisdomtraditions.com>, 
or register by emailing <breathe@annakaruna.com>.



Create Your Own
Metal Sculpture

One day workshops at Walden Three Studio

www.waldenthreestudio.com
1415 Whitton Road, Renfrew • 613–312–1374

Book a workshop with abstract metal sculptor
Jack Stekelenburg

and create your very own metal sculpture
using various metal objects of your choice.
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Pick up theHumm in Burnstown at 
Blackbird cafe
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Learning Again in Almonte is delighted to be offering 
three fascinating non-credit courses this fall. Tony 
Belcourt, Métis leader and the founding president 
of the Native Council of Canada, presents Indig-
enous Realities on Wednesdays from 1:30-3:30pm, 
from September 14 through to October 5. Tom 
Shoebridge, who has been a professor of com-
munications, film and television, a film reviewer 
and a screenwriting lecturer, presents The Magic 
of Cinema on Thursdays from 12:30-3:30pm, from 
September 29 to November 3. Dr. Val Steeves, a 
professor at the University of Ottawa in the Faculty 
of Social Services and the co-leader of the eQuality 
Project, presents Online, Off Course: The Trouble 
with the Wired World on Tuesdays from 1–3pm, 
from November 1–29.

For more information or to register, please visit 
<learningagainalmonte.ca>.

Learning Again in 
Almonte this Autumn

The AOG Art Gallery in Frankville now has a 2km 
art trail that is open all year to walk, snowshoe or ski. 
The trail goes through open fields, maple forest and 
pine plantation. Artwork from both local and inter-
national artists is located along the path. Entrance is 
at 42 Leacock Road in Frankville. Walking this trail 
is free and no appointment is necessary. The AOG 
Art Gallery continues to be open by appointment. 
For more information, please visit <AOGgallery.ca> 
or email <AOGgallery47@gmail.com>.

Art Trail at AOG Gallery

Tony Belcourt will present a course 
entitled Indigenous Realities as part of this fall’s 

Learning Again in Almonte series



Learning Again in Almonte
Register now for fall courses!

learningagainalmonte.ca

Indigenous Realities with Tony Belcourt
 4 Wednesdays 1:30–3:30, Sept. 14–Oct. 5 

 
The Magic of Cinema with Tom Shoebridge

6 Thursdays 12:30–3:30, Sept. 29–Nov. 3

Online, Off Course: The Trouble with 
the Wired World with Dr. Val Steeves

5 Tuesdays 1:00–3:00, Nov 1–Nov. 29

CLASSES COURSES LESSONS CLASSES COURSES LESSONS
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Young people in Arnprior and the surrounding area have an exciting 
new option for recreational programming. Ottawa Valley Theatre Kids 
is a new business aiming to provide performing arts instruction in a 
fun, inclusive environment.

Founder Meaghan Shannon-Kolar grew up in Arnprior and par-
ticipated in many area theatre groups. Now a teacher, along with her 
partner Lucas Kolar, she hopes to provide young people with the types 

Ottawa Valley Theatre Kids
of opportunities for artistic expression that she was 
lucky enough to receive.

A guiding philosophy for Meaghan and Lucas is 
that drama is a place where everyone can belong. 
Skills that are honed in drama — such as self-confi-
dence, creative problem solving and teamwork — are 
all things that help kids in many facets of life, not 
just on the stage.

Ottawa Valley Theatre Kids’ first program is 
called Drama Lab and is being presented in part-
nership with the town of Arnprior. There are two 
age groups for Drama Lab, and both take place 
on Wednesday evenings for 10 weeks beginning 
on September 21 at the Nick Smith Centre in 
Arnprior. Sessions for kids aged 6-8 will run from 
5:30–6:30pm, and ages 9-12 will be from 6:30–7:30. 
Participants can expect to play a variety of drama 
games, work on key acting skills such as voice and 
movement, create characters and perform skits 
and other forms of expression. Registration for this 
program is available through the Town of Arnprior’s 
Recreation website.

To find out more about Ottawa Valley Theatre 
Kids, check out <ottawavalleytheatrekids.com> or 
find them on Facebook. You can also contact them 
at <ovtkids@gmail.com> with any questions.

Come and discover the joy of creating, the feelings 
of connection and the magic of performing that a 
drama program has to offer!

Meaghan Shannon-Kolar and Lucas Kolar are 
offering Drama Labs in Arnprior this fall

On September 4, come out to 
MERA (McDonalds Corners and 
Elphin Recreation and Arts) for 
an Art Show and Meet the Artist 
event featuring the work of Brian 
and Leane Bailey.

Brian and Leane retired from 
their careers in 2016 and moved 
to Ompah, Ontario, where Brian 
resumed his interest in art by 
drawing using pastel pencils. 
In early 2017, Brian encour-
aged Leane to do some drawing 
and she started drawing some 
simple landscapes and animals 
using coloured pencils. During 
that time they both started fol-
lowing other artists online in 
order to learn about drawing 
techniques, participate in tutorials, and research 
the different coloured pencils, pastels, drawing 
papers, etc. that are now available, as opposed to 
the typical art supplies they had used in school. 
They learned techniques of blending and layering 
coloured pencils and pastels, and how to mat and 
frame their artwork.

Brian’s favourite medium is pastel pencils, 
and he strives to create the most realistic pastel 
drawing that he can of each subject — often his 
artwork is mistaken for an actual photograph. His 
preferred subjects are landscapes, but he has done 
several commissioned pieces of family portraits, 
baby portraits, home and cottage portraits, pets, 
airplanes, etc. He was hired by a real-estate agent 
to create pastel portraits of several maple syrup 
sugar shacks as a unique gift for the new buyers.

Leane’s favourite medium is coloured pencils, 
as she enjoys the fine details and vibrant colours 
she can get using them. Leane’s favourite subjects 
are pets and wildlife, but she has also done some 
pastel landscapes and some acrylic painting as 
well. She has created several commissioned pet 
portraits for friends, family and other clients, often 

Art by the Baileys
Meet the Artists at MERA on September 4

as a special memory of a pet who has recently 
passed. Brian and Leane have had their artwork on 
display at various locations and annual events in 
the community such as the Cloyne Art Showcase, 
the North Frontenac Backroads Studio Tour, and 
at many arts and craft shows. 

Brian and Leane were also selected to paint four 
large outdoor murals on display in the Township 
of North Frontenac. In 2022 they were selected 
by Ann Kullberg to have their artwork featured 
in her CP Hidden Treasures 7 magazine. Col-
lectively, known as Art by the Baileys, they have 
a Facebook Page where people can view their 
gallery, see current projects and watch some art 
videos <facebook.com/ArtByTheBaileys>. They 
are honoured to be the featured artists at MERA 
in September.

You are invited to the MERA Schoolhouse in Mc-
Donalds Corners (974 Dalhousie Concession 9A) 
on Sunday, September 4 from 2–4pm to meet 
the artists, view their works and purchase that 
“must have” piece. To arrange to see the exhibi-
tion at other times, please contact Wayne Stryde 
at <gwstryde@outlook.com>.

For the month of September, the MERA Schoolhouse 
features artworks by Brian and Leane Bailey. 

The image above is one of Brian’s.



www.thehumm.comSeptember 2022 9

The 2022 Kingston WritersFest returns as an 
in-person event this fall and features a diverse 
lineup of magnificently talented authors.

The lineup was unveiled in mid-July, and 
it’s impressive. Kicking off the festival on 
September 28 is acclaimed Canadian novelist 
Heather O’Neil, who will be reading from her 
latest bestseller, When We Lost Our Heads.

Arguably, that’s an apt title given what the Kings-
ton WritersFest is celebrating this year: “where we 
are,” as Artistic Director Aara Maccauley says, “back 
together, in person, and reflecting on what we, col-
lectively, have navigated over the past two years.”

“Our theme for 2022 is ‘Beneath the Surface,’ and 
it recognizes the desire to have deeper conversations 
about the issues and causes that have dominated our 
thoughts and the headlines since Covid’s appearance.”

The marquee event in the Beneath the Surface 
series, which will explore activism, mental health and 
identity, takes place the next night with a reading by 
and talk with Gabor Maté, internationally renowned 
author and speaker highly sought after for his exper-
tise on addiction, trauma, childhood development 
and the relationship of stress and illness. Gabor Maté 
will read from his latest book, The Myth of Normal: 
Trauma, Illness, and Healing in a Toxic Culture.

Also on Friday, distinguished multi-award winning 
author Helen Humphreys will read from her latest 
book, And A Dog Named Fig: Solitude, Connection, 
the Writing Life, which is a beautiful, meditative 
memoir about the writing life, harnessing inspiration 
in times of solitude, and why dogs make the ideal 
writing companions. Award-winning Kingston poet 
and children’s author Sarah Tsiang — whose latest 
collection of poems, Grappling Hook, was published 
earlier in the year by Palimpsest Press — will lead 
an intimate conversation with Helen and, following 
that, what is surely to be a fun, fascinating, and lively 
discussion with audience members about writing, 
dogs, and Helen’s “thoughtful, lyrical, and completely 
wonderful” book.

Later in the festival, Sarah Tsiang will join poets 
Nancy Jo Cullen (Nothing Will Save Your Life) and 
Gillian Sze (Quiet Night Think: Poems & Essays) for an 

The Kingston WritersFest Strikes Back…
With a Terrific Roster of Events and Writers from September 28 to October 2

event called Mother Tongue: Identities in Verse, which 
will “take a lyrical, unflinching look at the intimate and 
messy realities of motherhood, femininity, desire and 
identity, while concurrently pondering worldly issues 
of climate change, capitalism and social justice.”

This year’s festival, which runs from Septem-
ber 28 to October 2, also includes readings by Guy 
Gavriel Kay, Nita Prose, David Adams Richards, Rawi 
Hage, Ann-Marie MacDonald, Joshua Whitehead 
and Martha Wainwright. You can find a complete 
lineup and schedule of events, and buy tickets to the 
festival too, at <kingstonwritersfest.ca>.

The Book Lovers’ Lunch, always a festival fa-
vourite, takes place on Saturday afternoon as the 
charming, knowledgeable and beloved bookseller 
Ben McNally (the proprietor of Ben McNally Books) 
will offer attendees a top-notch list of insightful 
book recommendations. Ben knows good books, 
and this event is always quick to sell out, so it’s 
best to book tickets well in advance. Admission 
also includes a delicious lunch; there will be a cash 
bar as well.

That night, international bestselling award-winning 
author Guy Gavriel Kay will take the stage for the 
festival’s popular Author! Author! event. Guy Gavriel 
Kay, who has written over a dozen novels which have 
been translated into 22 languages, and has been called 
“one of the world’s greatest living storytellers,” will 
return to the stage to read from his latest novel, All 
The Seas of the World. He will be joined by author 
Craig Anderson for a discussion about world-building, 
history, fantasy and what’s next.

On Saturday, Joshua Whitehead will be featured 
at an event called Identities in Rupture: Memoir, and 
will read from his latest work, Making Love with the 
Land. Author of the wildly popular New York Times 
bestselling novel The Maid, Nita Prose highlights 
Late Check-Out: Whodunit? — an event sure to 
delight fans of the masterful mystery and win over 
new readers as well. Later that night, internationally 
renowned singer-songwriter Martha Wainwright 
will read from her heartfelt memoir Stories I Might 
Regret Telling You. “With disarming candor and 
courage,” writes Emmylou Harris, “Martha tells 
us of finding her own voice (one, in my opinion, 
without peer) and peace as a working artist and 
mother.” Martha Wainwright will talk about growing 
up in a famous musical family and making her own 
path — from a childhood surrounded by musical 
legends like Leonard Cohen and Emmylou Harris, 
to the challenges of being a woman in the music 
industry, the rewards of motherhood, and her edgy 
new album Love Will Be Reborn.

The final event of the festival, now in its 14th year, 
is Sunday’s The Last Chapter Brunch featuring Gov-
ernor General’s Award-winning author David Adams 
Richards, who will read from his latest book, The 
Tragedy of Eva Mott. As those in attendance enjoy 
brunch and perhaps a mimosa, novelist Wayne Grady 
will moderate a discussion with the author who has 
been billed as one of “Canada’s greatest living writers.”

There will also be a special, free community Open 
Mic celebration in memory of the late poet, author 
and musician Steven Heighton on Sunday, October 2. 
Steve was a delightful fixture at the Kingston Writers-
Fest. Whether he was reading from a new book, mod-
erating a panel discussion or teaching a workshop, 
he did so always with great passion, professionalism, 
charm and unmatched wit. Steve will be remembered 
by many as one of Canada’s greatest writers, as a 
dear friend and prodigiously gifted wordsmith and 
songwriter, an inspirational and supportive colleague, 
and a beautiful human being.

Sunday’s event honouring Steve’s memory features 
a performance by a Poetry In Voice National Finals 

by John Pigeau
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winner Lauren Altomare, and then the stage will be open for others 
to recite their work and take a moment to reflect on Steve’s legacy in 
the Kingston and Canadian literary landscapes.
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In fact, the 2022/23 line-up presented by Blues on 
the Rideau at The Cove Inn promises to have you 
up on the dance floor, enjoying a fabulous season 
of blues, rock, soul, funk and R&B performed by 
some of Canada’s best artists. And in addition to 
the terrific music, you also get a fabulous meal and 
the opportunity to contribute to local charities!

The season opens on Friday, October 28 with 
the phenomenal Samantha Martin, backed by her 
band Delta Sugar. Samantha has multiple Juno and 
Maple Blues award nominations, and will be fresh 
off a successful European tour and a summer of 
performing at major blues festivals across Canada 
to large enthusiastic audiences. Spencer MacKenzie 
follows on November 18, and Angelique Francis 
rounds out the 2022 shows on December 2. All these 
artists may play a second night if there are enough 
advance bookings, so reserve your tickets now (and 
let The Cove know if you would prefer to come out 
to a Saturday show instead).

In 2023, January 20 & 21 brings the incomparable 
Jack de Keyzer, and the line-up continues with Lloyd 
Spiegel & Suzie Vinnick on February 17, David Gogo 
on March 24, Harrison Kennedy on April 14, Mike 
Goudreau & The Boppin’ Blues Band on May 5, and 
the Blackburn Brothers on June 2. All evenings run 
from 7–11pm.

More details will be available in future issues 
of theHumm, but in the meantime please visit 
<BluesOnTheRideau.ca> for artist bios, links to 
websites and YouTube videos. 

This season, the price for dinner and the show is 
$100 plus HST, with proceeds from all shows going 
to wonderful local charities and good causes. The 
price includes a delicious full-course dinner, the 
show, dancing, door prizes and donation to charity.

On this year’s new ticket price, Blues on the 
Rideau’s stalwart organizer James Doran notes 
that: “Yes — the ticket price has gone up. It had 
to. Everything has gone up in price over the past 
two years — especially food costs. We have also 
increased the amount we are paying the artists — 
and they’re worth every penny — to help offset the 
past two years of hardship they have suffered due to 
Covid. When you consider the fact that a delicious 
dinner is included, that some of the proceeds are 
going to help local charities, and the quality of the 

These Blues Won’t 
Get You Down!

artists — plus being able to see them in the small, 
friendly, intimate setting of The Cove, BOTR is still 
one of the best entertainment values in the country!”

Reservations are required for all shows, so 
please call The Cove at 273–3636 or email them at 
<thecoveinnwestport@gmail.com>. The Cove has a 
limited capacity and most BOTR shows sell out in 
advance. Cancellations or changes to reservations 
will be accepted up to one week prior to show date 
without penalty. Overnight accommodations are 
available at The Cove, nearby B&Bs and the West-
port Station Motel, but book early because there are 
a limited number of beds in town and they usually 
sell out on BOTR nights.

Blues on the Rideau is produced by Choose the 
Blues Productions in cooperation with The Cove 
Inn and is sponsored by Jacob’s Creek Wineries, 
Perth Brewery, DAWG FM.com, Lake 88 radio 
Perth, The Black Dog Inn Westport and the Ottawa 
Blues Society, whom the organizers gratefully thank 
for their support.

Blues on the Rideau kicks off their 2022/23 season 
with the dynamic and soulful Samantha Martin

on October 28
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ART begins as a play about a painting. On 
the surface it is about wanting approval 
on your artistic judgment. We all have 
heard that art is in the eye of the beholder. 
You either love it or you hate it. But what 
happens if you love it and your two closest 
friends don’t? What if one friend openly 
laughs at your purchase, and a second tries 
to placate you by pretending to like it.

Marc considers himself to be the alpha 
wolf in this trio of men. Both Serge and Ivan 
value his opinion on just about everything. 
Serge has the audacity to purchase a white 
canvas for a great deal of money, and then 
expects congratulations on his acquisi-
tion. Ivan is getting married in two weeks, 
and all he is looking for is a life preserver 
as he juggles the whirling waters caused 
by his fiancée and various mothers. Ivan 
constantly struggles to placate everyone, 
including Marc and Serge. In ART we have 
an aeronautical engineer, a dermatologist 
and a stationary store employee literally 
coming to blows over a painting. This quick-
paced and clever comedy has more than its 
share of f-bombs — but they are an integral 
part of the play. Imagine a frustrated man 
being repeatedly cut off in traffic, or losing 
his golf ball in the golf course pond, and you 
can appreciate what would be oft repeated 
in anger and frustration. 

The audience is invited to ask themselves 
questions. How much would you pay for a 
white painting? Would it matter who the 
painter was? Would it be art? Then the ques-
tions get deeper. Would you be willing to 
end a friendship over a decision made by 
someone? What deep-seated unspoken 
thoughts might you blurt out in the heat 
of the moment when you are defending 
yourself? Would you draw a line in the sand 
and square off over a painting? 

The roles in this play are performed with 
panache by Martin Treffers, Alan Hum-
phreys and Steve Oliver. Director Grey 
Masson is appreciating the opportunity to 
stretch his wings in this non-stop cross-
fire of humour and more serious issues 
between long-time friends. ART, written by 
Yasmina Reza and translated by Christopher 
Hampton, played for eight years in London’s 
West End, and then on to Broadway where 
it went on stage with Alan Alda, Victor 
Garber and Alfred Molina.

How Much Would You 
Pay for a White Painting?

And now area audiences have the oppor-
tunity to see ART at Studio Theatre Perth 
from September 8-18. There are six evening 
performances at 7:30pm and two Sunday 
matinées at 2pm. Tickets are available at 
Tickets Please (485–6434, TicketsPlease.ca) 
and at the theatre box office one hour before 
performances. As usual, opening night 
tickets are $5 off.
— Submitted by Jane Stott

Chris St Clair’s Art
at Studio Theatre

A well known Canadian broadcaster on 
The Weather Network and the author of 
two books on Canada’s weather, Chris 
St Clair began painting in 2019. “I paint 
from memories of places I have been, 
where light and natural colours printed 
an unforgettable image in my mind,” 
Chris writes. “The joy of painting pre-
sents an opportunity to immerse yourself 
into a place you are creating with paint 
and tools. I love spending hours bringing 
those places to life and sharing them with 
those who see substance in the work”.

Studio Theatre Perth will hold a Meet 
and Greet Reception with Chris in 
their lobby on Thursday, September 8, 
coincident with the opening night of 
the play ART! From 5-10pm everyone is 
invited to drop in and say hello to Chris, 
see his art, and learn about his books. 
There will be a cash bar, and Chris has 
kindly offered to donate 50% of the pro-
ceeds of his sales to the Theatre.

 Photo by Bruce Raby



LET ME HELP YOU HOME
STAY CALM. BE PATIENT.

THE REAL ESTATE MARKET IS 
BALANCING AND THIS IS GOOD 
NEWS. WITH LOTS OF AMAZING 

PROPERTIES COMING TO THE 
MARKET THIS FALL, BUYERS WILL 
HAVE PLENTY OF CHOICE AND A 

LOT LESS PRESSURE.

FINDING BALANCE

Every Sun (after Sep 6) Eric Uren (Acoustic Folk/Rock, Westport) 5–8
Every Wed Rack ‘n Tunes with Shawn McCullough (Country/Rock) 5–8 
Thu Sep 1 Jazz Night with Spencer Evans Trio (All Styles) 8–10 $10 Cover
Fri Sep 2 Cameron Wyatt+Isabella Nicole (New Acoustic Soul, Kingston) 5–8
Sat Sep 3 John Wilberforce (Folk/Rock, Kemptville) 5–8
Sun Sep 4 Head Over Heels (Acoustic Blues/Folk/Jazz Duo, Gananoque) 5–8
Mon Sep 5 The Goodnight Irenes w/ John McLurg of Turpin’s Trail (Folk) 5–8
Tue Sep 6 Eric Uren (Folk/Rock, Westport) 5–8
Thu Sep 8 Steve Marriner Band (Blues, Toronto) w/opener Jake Chisolm, 5–9 

dinner+show $90+hst+gratuity
Fri Sep 9 Sam Wilson 5–8
Sat Sep 10 The Album Covers w/ Seamus Cowan, Jason Kent+Rob 

Radford (Classic 60s Rock) 6–10, dinner+show $70+hst+gratuity
Mon Sep 12 Logan Brown (Funky Folk Fingerstyle Guitar Master, Perth) 5–8
Tue Sep 13 Kent Nicholson (Folk/Rock, Kingston) 5–8
Thu Sep 15 Meghan Balogh + Martin Smit (Celtic Folk Duo, Picton) 5–8
Fri Sep 16 Chris Murphy (East Coast/Folk, Perth Road Village ) 5:30–9
Sat Sep 17 Westporch 2022 in Westport Eric Uren 12–2 + 5–8 w/special guests
Mon Sep 19 Henry Norwood (Classic Country, Westport) 7–9
Tue Sep 20 Eric Uren (Folk/Rock, Westport) 7–9
Thu Sep 22 Sue Prosser (Folk/Rock, Carleton Place) 5–8
Fri Sep 23 Terry Gillespie (Blues Reggae Legend, Vankleek Hill) 5–8, $20 Cover
Sat Sep 24 Eric Uren (Folk/Rock, Westport) on patio, weather depending 5–8
Mon Sep 26 Steve Stacey + Pat Robillard (Classic Country, Carleton Place) 5–8
Tue Sep 27 Eric Uren  5–8 w/ special guests: Ukelele Group Jam
Thu Sep 29 Graven aka Matty McKechnie (Indie Rock, Ottawa) 7–10, $10 Cover
Fri Sep 30 Jeff Callery (Folk/Rock, Brockville) 5–8
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James Boyd (1928-2002) had an illustrious back-
ground as an artist both nationally and interna-
tionally. You may have seen one of his many doors 
gracing some of the finest homes in Canada, or you 
may recall the massive West Coast stylized sculpture 
commissioned by the government of Canada which 
welcomed visitors from around the world to the 
Canadian pavilion at the World Exposition in Japan. 

From banknote engraver in the forties to instruc-
tor or resident artist at many of the finest art schools 
in Canada, James Boyd excelled and consistently won 
the respect and admiration of all who were honoured 
to work with him. His work has found a place in such 
collections as the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York and the National Gallery of Canada.

During the month of September, Perth’s Concave 
Gallery presents Having Said That…, a retrospective 
look at one of Ottawa’s most impactful artists of the 
20th century. Come see an assemblage of pieces, put 
together by James’ son Steven, that showcases his 
artistic arc over a lifetime of pushing boundaries. 
There will be a special opening on September 3 from 
12–4pm. Concave Gallery is located on the second 
floor of Code’s Mill, at 53 Herriott Street. Find more 
details at <facebook.com/concavegallery>.

James Boyd Retrospective 
at Concave Gallery

Having Said That…is a look at one of Ottawa’s
most impactful artists of the 20th century,

curated by his son Steven

Sivarulrasa Gallery is delighted to announce rep-
resentation of Almonte-based artist Marina Raike! 
From September 7 to October 14, her installation 
Marina Raike: Looking Back will be featured in 
Gallery II. Marina’s studio practice ranges from skulls 
to abstract works inspired by geology and the natural 
world. She completed her Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree at the Ontario College of Art and Design 
University in 2006.

Her current body of work experiments with 
organic materials and cultural artifacts, using miner-
als from Ontario, Québec and Labrador, juxtaposed 
with collages of historical imagery and written texts. 
The historical imagery recalls the 19th and 20th cen-
turies using symbols of a time just beyond living 
memory, while the minerals are naturally formed 
from ancient times. “In my mind, there are many 
connections between natural systems, forgotten 
ancestors and our own inventions,” she says. “Looking 
back can give us a broader perspective for facing 
whatever lies ahead.”

Everyone is invited to an Artist Talk/Virtual Vern-
issage on Zoom on Wednesday, September 14 from 
7–8pm. Please email <info@sivarulrasa.com> to 
register for this event.

Looking Back in Almonte

Secret Garden, a sculpture by Almonte artist 
Marina Raike, is featured in her installation

Looking Back
at Sivarulrasa Gallery



22nd

Anniversary
Sale

Almonte’s newest fabric store is having a huge sale!
50% off on all regularly priced fabrics
Sale runs September 1 to 30  •  Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10–5

Silk • Wool • Linen • Cotton • Knits

D A R R E L L OT H M A ST E X T I L E S

7 Mill Street, #101, Almonte www.darrellthomas.com

613 .462.7335 |  R AMSAYCREEK .CA

900 R AMSAY CON 7A ,  CARLETON PL ACE

Now Open
for Fall!

Now Open
for Fall!

Fall mums, annuals, containers and more!  Fall mums, annuals, containers and more!  

Open everyday 10AM-4PMOpen everyday 10AM-4PM
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The Arnprior & District Humane Society 
(ADHS) is proud to celebrate 25 years of 
service to the community.

This no-kill humane shelter for dogs and 
cats provides a safe haven for lost, aban-
doned and neglected animals. They ensure 
that critters in their care are provided with 
shelter, food, veterinary attention and lots 
of tender loving care. Staff and volunteers 
provide backbreaking labour each and 
every day in order to keep the animals 
safe until they find their forever homes.

The shelter is not funded by govern-
ment, and its daily operation is totally 
dependent on the generosity of individu-
als and businesses through donations and 
sponsorships. They have faced unprec-
edented challenges during the pandemic, 
including both financial and staff/volun-
teer shortages.

Prior to the pandemic restrictions, 
ADHS held many annual fundraising 
events throughout the year such as walk-
a-thons, bake and craft sales, pet pics with 
Santa, yard sales, trivia nights, microchip 
clinics and more. Unfortunately, opportu-
nities for such fundraising activities have 
been greatly reduced for the past two-and-
a-half years.

The Arnprior & District Humane Society 
is now able to plan major fundraising events 
in the coming months. The first is a Walk-
A-Thon, taking place on October 1. The 

Arnprior Humane 
Society Fundraisers

second is their Feliz Naughty Dog Bake 
& Craft Sale, scheduled for December 4. 
The Pet Pics with Santa date and venue 
will be confirmed soon.

For more information, please visit 
<arnpriorhumanesociety.ca> or find them 
on Facebook.

The no-kill shelter in Arnprior is delighted 
to be able to resume regular fundraising 

activities this autumn!
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September 2022 marks the 50th anniversary of the 1972 “Summit 
Series”, considered one of the most important events in Ca-
nadian history alongside Confederation, Vimy Ridge, and the 
adoption of the Maple Leaf Flag. Ice Breaker – the ’72 Summit 
Series is a new film that explores the subject with passion, 
diversity and an impressive cast of participants who offer 
their unique analyses and untold stories. theHumm contacted 
director Robbie Hart to find out more about his new film and 
its connection to Perth, Ontario.

theHumm: I remember watching the final game of the series 
as a grade school student in suburban Montreal. It seems that 
every Canadian older than 55 has a memory of Paul Henderson’s 
series-winning goal (it’s even mentioned in a Tragically Hip 
song). Robbie, what are your memories of the series?

Robbie Hart: I was 12 years old in September 1972. I loved hockey 
and the HABS and was very much aware that this series between the 
two countries was a big event. I also knew that seven players from 
Montreal were invited to try out for Team Canada, including #27, 
Frank Mahovlich, who was my favourite player at the time.

However, in 1972-73, I was living in South Florida and did not get 
to experience the memorable game eight like thousands of kids across 
Canada, who were crowded into school gyms and watching on small 
TVs, often with sketchy images. That scene is well depicted in my film. 
It’s September 28, 1972, and all of Canada has come to a grinding halt 
to watch this decisive hockey game. Businesses close down, classrooms 
empty — the whole country is listening on radio or watching on a TV.

I really wanted to re-create the tension, atmosphere and drama 
of that historic day and believe that now it’s been well achieved with 
Ice Breaker. I hope audiences feel the same.

Do you find that younger generations are aware of the Summit 
Series and its importance?

The genesis of the Ice Breaker documentary project actually begins 
with a personal discovery. Nearly two years ago, I found a book titled 

Cold War — The 1972 Canada-USSR Summit Series. 
The book was abandoned on a Montreal street 
corner, but the dramatic cover photo of a Soviet 
hockey player standing nose to nose with Canadian 
hockey icon Phil Esposito caught my attention. I 
picked it up and began reading and before long came 
to a wonderful and unexpected realization. Despite 
being a passionate hockey player, a history buff and 
lover of our national game, I actually knew 
little about the 1972 Summit Series and the 
intense drama, debate and desperation of 
those 27 days in September. 

Of course, I knew that Canada beat the 
Russians in an epic eight-game series; that 
we had to win the last three games to pull 
off an unbelievable comeback; that Paul 
Henderson scored the winning goal in game 
eight with 34 seconds left and became a 
national hero; and that all of Canada was 
mesmerized during the month of September 
1972 — glued to their radios and televisions 
to root for Team Canada. 

I remember all of that… But I really didn’t 
know much more. And I realized that people 
around me knew little about the Summit 
Series, especially younger Canadians. My 
kids, now in their 20s, didn’t even know it 
happened! One night at dinner I recounted 
some of the story, and they were fascinated. 
So what happened? Did Canada beat the Russians? 
Who won? Hard to believe that my own kids didn’t 
know who Paul Henderson was. 

This realization only grew more pronounced in 
the following days and weeks when I began sharing 
my discoveries with best friends, colleagues and 
neighbours who also knew very little of what took 
place and how it happened. I found it hard to believe 
that one of the most important events in Canadian 
political and cultural history of the 20th century, 
often compared to Confederation, the maple leaf flag 
and Expo 67, was not on the radar screen for most 
people under the age of 50. A significant generation 
gap was not only sitting right there in my own home 
but across the street as well. A monumental chapter 
of Canadian history — its legends and legacy — 
were not properly remembered or recognized by 
younger Canadians.

So my motives were now in place, giving me the 
purpose and passion to embark on this documentary 
journey. I was determined to give it a go.

How did you first become aware of Gary 
Smith’s role in the series, and how did he and 
his book influence the documentary?

When I was convinced to make this documentary, 
I reached out to a close colleague of mine, Peter 
Raymont, who is a veteran filmmaker and producer 
based in Toronto. I felt that this film would benefit 
from his experience and wide network of contacts. 

I felt that a monumental subject like the ’72 
Summit Series required a strong team. Peter and I 
quickly agreed to co-produce and that I would be 
the director. Peter then introduced me to a close 
friend of his, award-winning hockey writer and 
journalist Roy Macgregor. Roy was quick to advise 
us that a gentleman named Gary Smith of Perth, 
Ontario — a former Canadian diplomat based in 
Moscow in 1971-72 — was writing a book about 
the Summit Series and the untold stories of how it 
happened and his key role behind the scenes.

Gary quickly became an ally of the project, and 
the rights to his upcoming book were optioned by 
White Pine Pictures. It was obvious to me from 
the get-go that Gary’s story and his political and 
diplomatic involvement were fascinating narratives 
not yet shared with a wide audience. I really wanted 
Ice Breaker to look at ’72 from a new lens and tell 
the story from fresh perspectives. With Gary on 
board, it was clear we had a unique angle on the 

Summit Series. In fact, former Prime Minister Pierre 
Elliot Trudeau essentially mandated Gary to foster 
exchanges with the Soviets in an effort to create 
détente and reduce Cold War tensions.

Today, Gary’s book Ice War Diplomat is a nation-
ally acclaimed bestseller. Gary also came with me 
to Moscow on my Ice Breaker shoot and the two of 
us have become good friends.

Do you think your documentary provides any 
direction for dealing with the global political 
conflicts of today? Was the ’72 Summit Series 
a model that could hopefully bring countries 
together in this day and age?

One of the key lessons from this project, and what 
comes out strongly in the film, is the power of sports 
to unify, to transcend differences. It’s clear that the 
’72 Summit Series was an “ice-breaker”. It really 
opened the door to improved relations between 
Canada and Russia and cemented a friendship that 
endures today. When I was filming in Moscow in 
October 2021, I was well received and treated like 
a hockey brother by legendary Soviet goaltender 
Vladislav Tretiak.

However, what is often referred to as the “hockey 
bridge” between our countries is today threatened 
with Putin’s unethical invasion and war in Ukraine. 
One can only hope this comes to an end very soon 
and that sports like hockey will cornerstone the 
resolution process.

It’s important to also note that the ’72 Summit 
Series transformed the game of hockey and took our 
sport to a whole new level. I often like to say that 
although Canada came out victorious at the very 
end, the big winner was the game of hockey itself.

1972 transformed the sport and globalized the 
NHL with players from around the world. It was the 
launching pad for the Swedes, Finns, Czechs, Slovaks 
and Russians to share their skills and hockey DNA. 
In 1972, 85% of NHL players were Canadian. Today, 
nearly half of the world’s most important hockey 
league is nurtured by players from other countries.

Besides viewing the film, what else (and who 
else) can audiences expect from the screenings 
at Studio Theatre Perth?

I believe audiences will be treated to an entertain-
ing and dramatic experience watching this story 
unfold on a big screen. In addition, they will get to 
meet and talk with me during the Q&A, as well as 
meet my special guests — political cartoonist Terry 
Mosher (aka AISLIN), who is featured in Ice Breaker, 
and Perth’s very own Gary J. Smith.

Please also note that both Smith and Mosher 
will be in the lobby of the Studio Theatre Perth, 
post-screening, to sign copies of their new books.

Tickets to the September 6 and 7 screenings of 
Ice Breaker – the ’72 Summit Series are available  
from Tickets Please (485–6434, TicketsPlease.ca).

Ice Breaker has World Premiere in Perth

Director Robbie Hart (left) with hockey great Wayne 
Gretzky in Atlanta, Georgia after their hour-long interview.

Ice Breaker – the ’72 Summit Series screens in Perth
on September  6 and 7.

by Rob Riendeau
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LOCAL ARTISTS & ARTISANS
September 24 & 25, 2022 • 10-4 PM

a printable route map online.

ORIGINAL HANDMADE ARTS & CRAFTS

NORTH FRONTENAC
BACK ROADS STUDIO TOUR

NorthFrontenacBackRoadsStudioTour.com

See the work of 75 regional artists! Visit in person
or shop online. Open Thursdays-Mondays

63 Mill St., Almonte ON tel: 613-461-3463

www.generalfinecraft.com

outstanding craftsmanship 

by Canadian artists

EIKO MAEDA nerikomi porcelain

DIANE LEMIRE textiles

MAUREEN MARCOTTE  
porcelain pottery

BRUCE COCHRANE  wood-fired pottery

Pick up theHumm in Perth at 
the book nook
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By Breanna Graham
From their manure to their fleece, alpaca farming 
is exceptionally eco-friendly because these four-
legged fluffy animals have very little impact on the 
environment. Alpacas are low methane-producing 
and relatively clean animals who utilize communal 
manure piles. Their pH-neutral manure is often used 
as fertilizer and a soil amendment. Due to their 
unique soft-padded hoof, the direct impact to the 
soil matrix is very minimal as their hoof does not 
penetrate or disturb the ground, unlike most other 
animals and livestock. Also, the yearly fleece shorn 
off an alpaca does not require caustic measure to be 
processed into useable garments — a very simple 
cleaning, sorting and spinning process is performed 
prior to the next steps: dyeing, knitting, crochet-
ing, weaving or felting. Alpaca fleece is light and 
water-repellent, yet durable and incredibly warm. 

For alpaca farmers, working with the fleece of 
their own animals is a rewarding experience; seeing 
a usable end-product and knowing which alpaca 
the fibre belongs to is very special!

Many alpaca farmers have diversified their ag-
ritourism businesses to include other livestock, 
lavender, vegetables and farm tours. They have their 
own passion for their animals and the alpaca indus-
try as a whole; however, they also offer unique and 
creative complementary options such as woodturn-
ing, florals, ice cream and beehives — to name just 
a few. Alpaca farms have increased in popularity, 
which allows for diversification, with some offering 

What Makes an Alpaca 
Farm Sustainable?

overnight guest stays, birthday parties, weddings, 
workshops and educational sessions, photo sets, 
yoga classes and therapeutic sessions.  

Alpaca Farm Days
On September 24 and 25, four area farms welcome 
you to visit their established settings that focus 

on alpaca genetics, breeding and 
fibre quality. Each farm has their 
own unique set-up with an array of 
viewing areas and opportunities to 
visit with the alpacas, and possibly 
self-guided tours.

Venture to each farm to hear the 
stories, visit with the animals, and 
hear from the farmers about how 
they have adapted and embraced 
their alpaca journey. Join them for 
National Alpaca Farm Days, from 
10am to 4pm on the weekend of 
September 24 and 25. Bring your 
questions and cameras. See you at 
the farm! 
— Breanna Graham is one of the 
owners of Forest Cove Alpacas & 
Country Market

Find out what makes these adorable animals 
extra-special by visiting four area farms

during Alpaca Farm Days, taking place on the 
weekend of September 24 and 25



PERTH.CA/NIGHTMARKET
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Presented by Canadian Tire (Carleton 
Place), the ninth annual AGH Run/Walk 
for Women’s Health will be held virtually 
from September 3–9, and in person on Sep-
tember 10. Individuals, teams and families 
are all coming out to support quality health 
care close to home. 

“Each year we strive to increase partici-
pation and fundraising,” says Julie Munro, 
volunteer chair of the event committee. “Our 
goal is helping our Obstetrics Unit and sup-
porting Women’s Health by putting the best 
medical tools in the hands of our incredible 
doctors and staff. The financial success of this 
event means replacement and new equip-
ment in those two key areas.”

Thanks go out to presenting partner Ca-
nadian Tire (Carleton Place), and supporting 
partners Almonte Civitan Club, Orchard 
View by the Mississippi, Brokerlink Insur-
ance Almonte, Westview Projects, Joanne 
Beaton, Union 108 Yoga, AGH-FVM Gift 
Shop, and Art & Helen Levi for their gen-
erous support. Because of these incredible 
partners, all funds collected in pledges by 
walkers/runners from the 2022 event will 
support the birthing unit and women’s health 
programs at the Almonte General Hospital.

“Everyone, and especially families who 
have had their children at the Hospital, are 
asked to come out to walk or run with us 
to celebrate this great facility and quality 

AGH Run/Walk for 
Women’s Health
A Celebration of Almonte’s Birthing Unit

healthcare close to home” adds Munro. 
“Another way to participate is to shop the 
online auction at <biddingforgood.com/
aghfvm> until September 11.”

Routes include 3km, 5km and 10km dis-
tances, with timing for competitive partici-
pants. Runners and walkers can participate 
virtually during the week or come out on 
event day when the start and finish line will 
be behind the Hospital. Post and pre-event 
activities include breakfast, musical warm 
up and post-event food, music and awards 
for best times and most funds raised indi-
vidually and as a team. Children’s activities, 
including a multi-generational relay race, 
will also take place.

Prizes will be awarded for the top fund-
raisers, with the winner receiving a brand-
new bicycle and the top fundraising team 
receiving suite tickets to an Ottawa Sena-
tors game. Plus, for every $100 raised in 
pledges, participants receive a ballot towards 
winning a bicycle. The more funds that are 
raised, the more chances you get to win! 
And of course the Obstetrics program is 
the big winner.

Some road closures in and around the 
Hospital will be necessary, but residents 
will be advised in advance. For more in-
formation and to register, please visit 
<almontehospitalfoundation.com/our-
events/runforwomenshealth>.

By Mary Lynne Geddes
Harvest Moon Orchard on Carp 
Road is for sale! After nearly 
40 years in the apple business, 
Randy and I have decided to 
retire and sell our property with 
the house, store and orchard. 
We have a great crop this year 
and we will be open as usual at 
4625 Carp Road from Thurs-
day through Sunday until No-
vember. Most of the non-food 
items in our store are 50% off! 
On Saturdays, Randy will be 
at the Carp Farmers’ Market.

It has been a labour of love. 
The best part has been meeting 
so many people. We’ve had 
wonderful, loyal customers and staff over 
the years. We will miss every one of them. 
We really thank everyone for their support 
through good seasons and the not-so-good!

Randy plans to plant some trees and 
garlic at the new place in rural Almonte, 
so don’t be surprised if you see him at the 
market or just out enjoying the great small 
towns and restaurants around here.

Over the past 20 years we’ve renovated 
the house that Randy built. The orchard 
has been completely replanted with small, 
easy to look after trees. Our farmer neigh-
bour where we grow the garlic, pumpkins, 

Psst — Wanna 
Buy an Orchard?

potatoes and veggies is open to discussing 
the use of his land. 

Harvest Moon Orchard has always been 
a part-time, seasonal business for us. This 
is a great opportunity for the right people! 
Full-time or part-time, you can run the 
orchard, start a cider business or market 
garden, or just enjoy the sunsets from the 
porch. There are so many possibilities! 
Our real estate agent is Andy Oswald at 
<WestOttawaRealEstate.ca>.

We hope someone will enjoy our corner 
on Carp Road as much as we have, and make 
just as many good memories as we take with 
us. Hope to see you this fall!

After nearly 40 years in the apple business, 
the owners of Harvest Moon Orchard in Carp 

are looking to sell their house, store and orchard
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I didn’t intend to go in, I willed myself from 
the door, I said I didn’t have time that day… 
but there I was in Judy’s shop…

Okay, I knew I was going to do that. Alan 
had gone to wait in the car and I was on 
my own, a dangerous time. I’d just pop in 
and say hello, look at the sale items. What 
could possibly happen? I don’t need new 
clothes, but I do love Mill Street. One quick 
in and out, “Hi, good to see you” and I’d be 
gone. NOT! 

The new fall colours were exploding out of the 
boxes, and a quick try-on would give Janet a chance 
to see the fit of the garment, “just as a trial”, she 
promised me. Perfect sales pitch, perfect fit, and I 
walked out of that tempting shop with not one but 
TWO new things that I 
can’t even wear until late 
fall! And no summer sale 
item! 

My debit card has a 
life of its own, and leaps 
from my pocket as soon 
as I get near one of the 
Mill Street shops in 
Almonte. A devotee of 
Birkenstocks, I buy one 
pair a year and wear them 
out before I get another. 
But there I was, detour-
ing through Vamos, 
when this pair of Golden 
Slippers nearly walked 
their way toward me, and 
voilà: new Birkenstocks! 
They’re not at all what I 
thought I was looking for 
that day, but obviously 
they were waiting for me 
and my card.

Not to be outdone, the bookstore sang its siren 
song as I negotiated the construction. I’d have a 
quick look, share some titles with Ann, see what she 
liked that day, and be on my way. But wait — there 
was a new book with her recommendation on it. 
Well, if the book club liked it, I probably would too, 
I’d only get one… no, maybe two. And then there’s 
the third one. And again my card leapt from my 
pocket. 

I’m sensible enough to steer away from General 
Fine Crafts. If I linger even a moment I am drawn 
in, and that can be a game changer. I have to hold 
my card securely in the pocket, look longingly and 
walk past. Instead, I hear the bell at Baker Bob’s and 
feast my eyes on croissants. Here the card can have 
its way with me.

How to Be a Local Hero

by Glenda Jones
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Cheese would be a good accompaniment, and 
what’s a trip to Mill Street without Sandra and Lise 
and their little dog? Let’s try new cheddar, and for 
sure, we want that blue cheese… and oh, there’s 
the goat cheese we liked. Wait, there’s chutney 
too. Out comes the card, and I’m off home with 
treasures a-plenty.

It’s easy to use the so-convenient tap feature on 
my card, and to deceive myself that these items are 
next to being free. No dollars are being scraped out 
of the depths of a purse; no change is needed. In 
fact, often no receipt is even needed. So off I go with 
my little bags, happy as a squirrel on a nut chase. I 
keep the math in my head, so there aren’t surprises 
when I get home. I’m secure in the knowledge that 
I’m getting something I want and need.

However, I’m actually getting two things I really 
want and need. First, I always love my purchases, but 
second, I can easily convince myself that I’ve done 

a noble thing by shop-
ping our main street. I 
might even up the ante 
and call myself a hero 
for doing that. Further, I 
love watching big equip-
ment work, so there I am 
on Mill Street, buying 
things, meeting people 
I know, and watching the 
Big Dig happening. What 
better way to spend time 
and money? 

I’m hoping my small 
measures to keep our 
local merchants afloat 
are being duplicated by 
all and sundry. Tourists 
are tiptoeing around the 
fences and doing their bit, 
lollygagging along and 
deciding where to shop. 
Should I be the only one 
with a credit card leaping 

out of my pocket? I have been known to give a sales 
pitch of my own on occasion when I see people 
dithering over a purchase or a restaurant. When the 
construction upheaval is complete it’s going to be 
lovely, and in the meantime our community needs all 
the help it can get to ensure all our favourites are there 
when it’s over, so what the heck, I’m going shopping. 

From my excursion last week, you might think I’m 
trying to take on the hero role all by myself. Not so: 
many others are doing likewise, and we’re a merry 
band of heroes — supporting local, convincing 
ourselves that we “need” every single one of those 
little bags that we’re happily taking home. 

So there you have it: I’m not spending wantonly; 
I’m liberating my funds for the greater good of our 
community. How heroic is that?
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Perth Tourism is pleased to announce 
the return of Perth Night Market, taking 
place on Saturday, October 1. The evening 
will feature a variety of entertainment, 
including musicians and street perform-
ers. 80+ artisans and vendors hailing from 
Lanark County, the Ottawa Valley and 
beyond can be found on the streets, high-
lighting the talent that can be found in our 
own backyard.

Most shops and restaurants throughout 
Perth will be open late for the event, giving 

attendees the opportunity to explore the 
unique offerings housed in beautiful herit-
age buildings.

Street closures will allow guests to move 
freely and provide ample space for physical 
distancing. A shuttle service will be running 
from 2–11pm from several parking lots on 
the outskirts of Perth to the event area.

Experience the magic of Perth’s streets 
at night. Visit <perth.ca/nightmarket> for 
more information and to stay up-to-date 
on details. 

Perth Night Market 
Returns this Fall

Some things are simply better together, and 
this is certainly the case with The Somerset 
Combo. Ric Denis on guitar and Tony Stuart 
on clarinet (and occasionally saxophone) 
create a magical sound every time they 
perform. Chances are you may have seen 
them at a local festival or one of the jazz 
clubs in and around Ottawa.

Their sound is distinctive, and you’ll feel 
yourself being transported to a café in Paris 
or driving a strip of road in Brazil as their 
instruments blend into one unique voice.

Both Ric and Tony are experienced 
professional musicians who have recently 
called Perth home, and to celebrate they 

Jazz Night with Jazz Night with 
The Somerset ComboThe Somerset Combo

are performing a house concert on Sunday, 
September 25 at 7pm. This will be an inti-
mate affair with only 20 tickets up for sale, 
and with each ticket a complimentary glass 
of wine will be available.

The Somerset Combo perform a wide 
variety of music, drawing on everything 
from The Great American Songbook to 
The Beatles, playing in a style that is both 
smooth and “unabashedly retro”.

Come out for an evening of music and 
chat at 3 Victoria Street in Perth on Sunday, 
September 25. There are only 20 tickets 
available, and they are being sold through 
Tickets Please (485–6434, TicketsPlease.ca).



Represent yourself in family court
…with help

At the Family Law Advisor,
our lawyers provide

targeted legal advice and coaching
to people in Ontario like you who:

Find out more at

• want to self-represent in family court
• are smart, self-sufficient

and want to do the work
• have questions an experienced

family lawyer can answer

7th Annual

Sponsored by the Delta & Area Community Enhancement Committee
and our Community Partners

For more info and a Map of the village please visit 
www.rideaulakes.ca; deltaontario.com; deltamill.org; deltafair.com

A Community Event
Delta Harvest FestivalDelta Harvest Festival

Sat. Sep 24, 2022 
From 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Pick up theHumm in Carp at 
the carp bakery
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Music at MERA is excited to announce the fall lineup 
for their Sunday afternoon series at the MERA 
Schoolhouse in McDonalds Corners. They are also 
announcing a Friday night fundraiser on the evening 
of October 14 featuring the legendary troubadour 
Valdy.

The Sunday series begins on September 11 with 
a classical concert featuring Karen Donnelly on 
trumpet and Frédéric Lacroix on piano. This unique 
pairing will offer the audience a surprising range of 
wonderful musical pieces.

On September 18 there will be a lot of local sounds 
when Lanark-raised Neville Wells brings his lifetime 
of country songs, accompanied by the extraordinary 
guitarist Frank Koller. Together they will fill the 
Schoolhouse with lively, heartfelt music.

The world-renowned musician and naturalist 
Ian Tamblyn will bring his repertoire of 50 years to 
the Schoolhouse stage on October 2. His passionate 
songs and music about the natural world will kick 
off a month of tree-related art activities at MERA.

On October 30, the Schoolhouse will resound 
with the harmonica, guitar and songs of blues veteran 
Al Lerman. His wide repertoire of blues tunes will 
demonstrate why he has won so many accolades for 
his playing and singing.

November 13 brings the ever-popular Wendell 
Ferguson and his songstress buddy Katherine Wheat-
ley — Wendell and Wheat — to share his extraordi-
nary guitar picking, her sweet voice and lots of their 
humour. A joy wherever they go!

Representing international talent are three female 
instrumentalists and singers called The Magpies, 
who have been wowing audiences throughout the 
British Isles and Europe. MERA is pleased to snare 
them for a concert on November 13 during their 
swing across Canada.

Fall Music Series at MERA

Rounding out the Sunday series on December 11 is 
the amazing duo of Paul Marlyns, cello, and Frédéric 
Lacroix, piano, who will be returning by popular 
demand for the fifth time. Classical music at its 
absolute finest.

In the middle of all these concerts is the Friday, 
October 14 evening fundraising concert with the 
veteran musician Valdy, who is returning to fill the 

Knox Presbyterian Church in Mc-
Donalds Corners with his songs 
and stories. A Canadian icon, Valdy 
has toured for nearly 50 years and 
sold over half a million records.

All tickets are available at 
Tickets Please (485–6434, 
TicketsPlease.ca), and will be 
emailed to you. Tickets for 
the Sunday series are $25 plus 
service fees, and all those con-
certs start at 2pm. Valdy tickets 
are $30 plus service fees, and 
that show starts at 7:30pm. The 
MERA Schoolhouse is located 
at 974 Dalhousie Concession 9A 
in McDonalds Corners.

Pianist Frédéric Lacroix (above) performs at MERA 
with Karen Donnelly (trumpet) on September 11 

and with Paul Marlyns (cello) on December 11. 
The legendary Valdy (below) plays an evening 

fundraiser on Friday, October 14.



Tickets: $45 per person
Meridian Theatres @ Centrepointe  - 7:00 pm

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 25TH, 2022

Hosted by Amanda Kingsland and Leanne Cater
with appearances by

Billy Martin * Clarence Bowes * Dale Ducharme * Dan Paul Rogers
Fred Delorme * Lauren Hall * Yvan Petit * Louis Lacelle

Marleen Fawcett * Reynald & Roch Lafleur * Rick Rogers
Tim Hermitte * Tony True * Tyler Wood

To obtain additional information, contact the Hall of Fame
at (819) 281–3924
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On Thanksgiving weekend, October 8 and 9, 
the Mississippi Mills Art Romp returns for 
its second year. The Romp brings together 
the artists and artisans of the Crown and 
Pumpkin and Maple Run studio tours for 
one big show. This year’s event will have 
stops in Almonte, Clayton and the Cedar 
Hill/Pakenham area, featuring over 50 
artists and creators offering a wide variety 

Mississippi Mills 
Art Romp Returns!

of fine art, fine craft, and fine local food 
and beverages.

Watch for the details and the tour map 
in the October issue of theHumm. For 
updates, maps and details, and to learn 
more about the participants, please visit 
<crownandpumpkin.com> and <maplerun-
tour.com>, or call 256–3647. The image 
below is by Laurel Cook.

Plan to join author Noreen Tyers at her 
book launch on Saturday, September 24 
at St. James Anglican Church, 12 Harvey 
Street in Perth from 1:30–3:30pm, with a 
program at 2pm.

Noreen grew up in the 1940s in the East-
view section of Ottawa. She has authored 
many stories related to that time from her 
truly clear memories of situations and how 
she experienced life at that time. In her 
early adulthood, when her children were 
small, the family moved to a century farm 
in Lanark Township near Hopetown. This 
resulted in new adventures to write about 
as she learned to live in the country.

Noreen also writes of her adventures 
vacationing in the 1940s at Richards’ Castle, 
Snow Road, and of her time as the “Pigtail 
Princess”. A great promoter of the Lanark 
County Maple Syrup industry, she has a 
series of stories for children starring Sammy 
Sap Man and his forest friends. She has also 
written about life from the perspective of 
her little chihuahua Ruffy.

This is a lovely collection of stories from 
a time that many remember and look back 

Book Launch of 
Recollections

upon fondly, from a lady who says she is 
not a writer, but rather a storyteller. For-
tunately, this storyteller has written down 
her memories!

Storyteller Noreen Tyers will launch her 
latest book on September 24 in Perth



Open Weekends 10AM–4PM
from September 10 to November 6

Fall SeasonFall Season

• Stroll around our beautiful farm and enjoy spectacular fall colours

• Pick your own pumpkins & gourds and choose from our selection of 
decorative corn, straw bales and corn stalks

• Take a tractor-drawn wagon ride around the farm ($5 per person)

• Browse the gift shop and farm store for fall & Christmas gifts, décor and 
Ontario-grown gourmet foods

• The Kountry Kitchen will be serving homemade food and baked goods. 
Enjoy eating outside overlooking our Hallmark-movie-famous covered bridge

951 8th Concession South, Pakenham, Ontario
www.cedarhillchristmastreefarm.com

NOW OPEN!
Thurs-Sun 11am-5pm

www.DuffieldDesign.cashop online at

#DUFFLOVE
follow @duffield_design

Carriageway Studios
 

located inside

65 Mill St. Almonte 
(in same parking lot as The Barley Mow)

Studio & Boutique

luxury eco apparel , m ade in canada
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Come to Westport on Saturday, 
September 17 for the return of this 
popular event, where local residents 
meet businesses on front porches 
around the village for fun, food, and 
fabulous entertainment! Running 
from noon to 9pm, Westporch is 
a FREE outdoor walking tour of 
Westport, as front porches become 
a showcase for regional artists, mu-
sicians, activities and treats.

Organizers John Pringle (Rideau 
Lakes Radio) and Trevor Connell 
(What’s On Westport) were inspired 
to bring Westporch back after an 
overwhelmingly successful inaugural 
event in 2021. “The idea is to take 
some of the great, iconic porches in 
the village and turn them into a stage, 
an entertainment centre,” explains 
Pringle. Connell adds, “After such 
an amazing day in September last year, how 
could we not do it again?”

So far, over 20 porches are on the bill 
— with more to come! Attractions will 
include live music (including bands, a DJ 
and Karaoke), food and refreshments, a Kid 
Zone with balloons, face painting, cotton 
candy and popcorn, a pet adoption and 
much more.

Providing a soundtrack for the day are 
the following musical guests: The 4 Classic 
Country Ladies, Albert St. Pierre & Patti, 
Cabin Fever (featuring George Reynolds), 
Evan Carlson, Mike Cochrane & Fred 
Pringle, Matt Dickson, East Coast Expe-

Westporch Festival

rience, Head Over Heels (featuring Zak 
Colbert), Karaoke with James Kirkham, 
Shawn McCullough, Nate and Thomas, No 
Principals (Dave Balfour & Jamie Campbell), 
Rocky High & The Northern Lights, Tom 
Savage, Savannah Shea, DJ Mike Sitchon, 
Ron Stevens, Three’s Company, Eric Uren 
and Doug Van der Horden.

Come on out to Westporch for this 
village-wide family-friendly day, and have 
fun supporting local talent and businesses. 
Tips, donations and purchases are welcome.

Don’t forget to post photos on social 
media and show your favourite decorated 
porch. Find more details at <whatsonwest-
port.ca/westporch-festival-2022>.

Westporch takes place on Sept. 17 in Westport
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The Ottawa Valley Country Music Hall of 
Fame was founded in 1980, incorporated as a 
non-profit organization in 1987, and became 
a registered charity in 1988. Finally, after a 
two-year absence due to the pandemic, their 
annual Induction Ceremony is back! Taking 
place on September 25, it will be a lively show 
featuring the induction of Gil Charron, Judi 
Moffatt-Hill, South Mountain (Steve Piticco, 
Don Reed, Laurie LaPorte-Piticco, Bill Car-
ruthers and Todd Nolan) and Wayne Young. 
theHumm reached out to Judi Moffatt-Hill 
to find out more about her induction and 
the special place that Ottawa Valley country 
music holds in her heart.

As a country music fan and performer, 
what makes the music coming out of the 
Ottawa Valley special?

Judi Moffatt-Hill: I have lived all over this 
beautiful country of ours and sung in bands 
and jammed with talented country folks 
from coast to coast, but even while singing 

Ottawa Valley Country Music Lives On!
with those people, I heard the fabulous har-
monies of my friends in the Ottawa Valley in 
my head — mostly my singing partner and 
long-time friend Barry Munro. Others like 
Maureen Young, Laurie Laporte-Piticco, 
Brad Munro, Marty McTiernan and Dan 
Paul Rogers were always with me in spirit 
no matter where I was. 

Also, I think the strong bluegrass influ-
ence in our area has made better harmony 
singers of us all.

Why are institutions like the Ottawa 
Valley Country Music Hall of Fame 
so important to both established and 
emerging performers?

It applauds the accomplishments of es-
tablished performers and gives the young 
and new to the genre, no matter their age, 
a chance to learn and get experience per-
forming for a larger audience than they’ve 
previously had a chance to get in front of. 
We all can spot talent when we see and 
hear it; in the Ottawa Valley our musician 
family is strong and there’s nothing we love 
better than to help someone else get some 
recognition and exposure, and experience 
playing with a great band behind them like 
the Hall of Fame Show Band.

What are some of your favourite 
memories from past Induction Cer-
emonies?

Probably the first time I was asked to 
perform on the Hall of Fame show back in 
2008. Jim Long (past President) had heard 
me at the After Sundown CD release party 
(that was Brad Munro and Marty McTier-

nan’s CD) and asked me to 
perform on the show. The 
next year Elayne Carlson 
asked if I would like to be 
on the Board of Directors.

Congratulations on 
being inducted this year! 
How does that recogni-
tion feel, and what are you 
most looking forward to 
about this year’s event?

Thank you very much! 
We’ve all (South Mountain, 
Wayne Young, Gil Charron 
and myself ) been waiting 
since 2020 for this show to 
be able to carry on, which 
is when we were first nomi-
nated. I, for one, have been 
holding my breath (and still 
am) so as not to jinx it! Mostly, I feel truly 
humbled at being inducted. It means that 
my peers feel that I belong among their 
ranks, and that is all I can ask for.

Now that we’re emerging from some 
pretty dark times — especially for per-
formers — what do you think the future 
holds for the Ottawa Valley country 
music scene?

I hope and pray that these dark times 
are coming to an end. We’ve seen the 
revival of a lot of the summer festivals in 
2022 that had to cancel over the previ-
ous two years, and some that will never 
return, sadly. But country music is alive 
and well in the Ottawa Valley. With up-

coming acts like Cashman Ford, Small 
Town Socials (Brendan McMunn’s band) 
and many others, as Dan Paul Rogers sang: 
“I believe in country music!” With a lot of 
help from our local radio stations, Valley 
Heritage Radio in particular, our scene 
will carry on!

The Ottawa Valley Country Music 
Hall of Fame will hold their 2022 In-
duction Ceremony at 7pm on Sunday, 
September 25 at the Meridian Theatre at 
Centrepointe. Tickets are $45, available 
at <meridiancentrepointe.com> or by 
calling 580–2700. For more details, visit 
<ottawacountrymusichof.org> or contact 
the Hall of Fame at (819) 281–3924.

Judi Moffatt-Hill (above) is one of this year’s inductees 
into the Ottawa Valley Country Music Hall of Fame. She 

talks to theHumm about the importance of that honour.

Steve Piticco and the band South 
Mountain are also being inducted
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Twenty-one artists living and working in North Fron-
tenac Township are creatively planning for another 
wonderful Studio Tour this year. It will be held on 
the weekend of September 24 and 25, between 10am 
and 4pm each day.

The North Frontenac Back Roads Studio Tour has 
happened now for nine years. It was not cancelled 
during the Covid years of 2020 and 2021. In fact, it 
had two of the most successful years ever. Many of 
the artists on it have participated from the beginning. 
This year four new artists are joining the tour, adding 
glasswork, vintage journals, skin and haircare prod-
ucts, and new paintings to the potters, painters, textile 
and fibre artists, jewellers, sculptors and cheesemakers 
who have been with the tour for many years.

As the tour has evolved, a number of artists have 
relocated from their own studios to share space 
with others. This makes the tour a bit shorter and 
manageable in a day. This year there will be 12 studios 
distributed around the villages of North Frontenac. 
A map of the tour is available online at <northfront-
enacbackroadsstudiotour.com>. On it are marked all 
the studio locations, as well as the location of public 
washrooms. The website also suggests places to get a 
snack or meal while on the tour. There is information 
about all the participating artists and their work.

Driving around North Frontenac in September 
is always a beautiful experience. The hills, lakes and 
autumn colours make for spectacular scenery. The 
22 murals scattered around the township are a little-
known attraction in North Frontenac — keep your 
eyes open for these. They can be found at all the com-
munity halls and many other public sites. All have 
been produced by local artists. Their locations can 
be found on the North Frontenac Township website.

This year there is another exciting local event 
taking place on the same weekend — The Star Festi-
val. This will be held at the North Frontenac Dark Sky 
Preserve on Friday and Saturday evenings, September 
23 and 24. After the tour closes at 4pm on Saturday, 
you can head over there to meet keen astronomers 
with their equipment, and take a look at the heavens.

Mark September 24 and 25 on your calendars, 
visit the website, and come out to enjoy an inspiring 
and interesting day in North Frontenac Township!

North Frontenac 
Back Roads Studio Tour

This year’s tour features works by Trina Gorr 
(above), Linda Rush (below) and numerous other 

artists. Dark sky enthusiasts are encouraged
to attend on September 24 — the same date as 

The Star Festival at the North Frontenac
Dark Sky Preserve
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Festivals	  
Perth Fair, Sep 2-5. Fair competitions, 

pulls+derby, kids’ entertainment, music, 
midway.Perth Fairgrounds. perthfair.com

Fibrefest, Sep 10 (10am-5pm), Sep 11 
(10am-4pm). Vendors, demos, workshops. 
Info:almontefibrefest.ca. Tix: TicketsPlease.
ca. Almonte Com. Centre + Mississippi 
Valley Textile Museum. $7/day

Westporch Festival, Sep 17, 12–9pm. Live 
music at 23 outdoor venues in Westport

Delta Harvest Festival, Sep 24, 9am–4pm. 
Book sale, yard sale, tours, BBQ, vendors, 
car show. Delta. rideaulakes.ca

National Alpaca Farm Days, Sep 24–25, 
10am–4pm. Visit: Ballintotas Alpacas, Silent 
Valley Alpaca, Forest Cove Alpacas, Ro-
setta Hills.ballintotasalpacas.com

Visual Arts	
Sundance Artisan Show, Sep 3–5, 10am–

5pm(sat/sun),10am-2pm(mon). Hway 36 & 
7, Maberly. sundancestudio.ca

Merrickville Antique Show, Sep 3, 10am–
5pm. $7 entry (under 12s free).Merrickville 
Fairgrounds. antique-shows.ca

Opening: Having Said That..., Sep 3, 
12–4pm. James Boyd retrospective.Con-
cave Gallery, Perth. facebook.com/con-
cavegallery

Meet the Artists: Art by the Baileys, Sep 
4, 2–4pm. Brian & Leane Bailey. McDonalds 
Corners. meraschoolhouse.org

Meet & Greet: Chris St. Clair, Sep 8, 
5–10pm. Broadcastor, author & painter.
Studio Theatre Perth

Virtual Vernissage: Marina Raike, Sep 14, 
7–8pm.  Zoom, register at info@sivarul-
rasa.com. Sivarulrasa Gallery, Almonte

Almonte Quilters’ Virtual Mtg, Sep 
19, 7pm.  The Sewing Machinist - Acorn 
Quilting. Guests $5. Zoom, register at 
almontequiltersguild.ca

Perth Autumn Studio Tour, Sep 24–25, 
10am–5pm. 30 artists at 4 stops, Perth area. 
perthstudiotour.com

N. Frontenac Back Roads Studio Tour, 
Sep 24–25, 10am–4pm. Elphin-Plevna-
Ardoch region. northfrontenacback-
roadsstudiotour.com

Lanark County Quilters’ Guild Mtg, Sep 
27, 7–9pm. Lions Hall, Perth. Visitors: $5. 
lanarkcountyquiltersguild.com

Literature	
Author Reading & Signing: Merilyn 

Simonds, Sep 15, 6:30–8:30pm. Woman, 
Watching. Register: missmillslibrary.com 
or 256-1037. Almonte Library

Book Launch: Noreen Tyers, Sep 24, 1:30–
3:30pm. Recollections.St. James the Apostle 
Anglican Church, Perth. stjamesperth.ca

Meet Author: Brenda Chapman, Oct 
1, 1pm. Blind Date. Register: 256-9090.
Almonte Library. millstreetbooks.com

WHAT’S ON IN
Expressions of Art, Carp, Oct 7–9
MM Art Romp, Mississippi Mills, Oct 
8–9
The Attic & Whistler’s Mother, Perth, 
Oct 13–23 
An Audition for a Murder, CP, Oct 
28–29
Samantha Martin, Westport, Oct 28
Beethoven Rebooted, Almonte, Oct 29 
Xmas in the Valley Artisan Show, 
Almonte, Nov 5–6
Anne of Green Gables - The Musical!, 
Perth, Nov 10–13
Sketchy Santa, Almonte, Nov 12–19
Itty Bitty Arts & Artisan Show, CP, 
Nov 12–13
Spencer Mackenzie, Westport, Nov 18
Scrooge – The Musical, Perth, Nov 
24–Dec 4 

Local Food	
Back Forty Tours & Tastings, Sep 10, 

11am–5pm. Tour & taste all cheeses. 
$25; free under 12; Farm-to-Table Din-
ner, Sep 11, 4–9pm. $165. Tix: OpenFarms.
ca. Mississippi Station.  artisancheese.ca

Lanark County Harvest Festival, Sep 11, 
11am–4pm. 40 vendors with local produce, 
baked goods.Beckwith Park

CP Farmers’ Market Harvest Festival, 
Sep 17, 8:30am–3pm. Kids’ fun, competi-
tions, demos.Market Square Pavilion, CP. 
cpfarmersmarket.wordpress.com

Saturday Farmers’ Markets:
Almonte, 8:30am-12:30pm. Library park-
ing lot. almontefarmersmarket.com
Calabogie, Sat, 9am-1pm. Community 
Hall. On Facebook. [to Sep 3]
Carleton Place, 8:30am-12:30pm. Market 
Sq. cpfarmersmarket.wordpress.com 
Carp, 8am-1pm. Fairgrounds. On Face-
book 

McDonalds Corners, 9am-1pm. At 
MERA. On Facebook. 
Perth, 8am-1pm. Crystal Palace. perth-
farmersmarket.ca 

Sunday Markets:
	 Arnprior, 9am-2pm. John St. N., Elgin St. 

to Rock Lane. [to Sep 25]
	 McDonalds Corners, 10am-2pm. At Ag 

Hall

Theatre	
Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Fri 

(7:30pm) & Sat (2pm & 7:30pm). Illusion. 
Tix: $34.95, outerbridge.eventbrite.ca.The 
Station Theatre, Smiths Falls

Ice Breaker – the ‘72 Summit Series, Sep 
6, 7:30pm; Sep 7, 2pm & 7:30pm. Film, Q&A 
w/director Robbie Hart, author Gary 
Smith & , Terry Mosher (Aislin). $20 from 
TicketsPlease.ca.Studio Theatre Perth

ART, Sep 8-10, 15-17, 7:30pm; Sep 11, 18, 
2pm. Comedy w/coarse language. stu-
diotheatreperth.com. Tix: TicketsPlease.

ca.Studio Theatre Perth. $24 ($19 on 
opening night)

Eat, Play, Love, Sep 9, 6pm. Reception (Guy 
Newsham’s latest comedy), culinary 
treats. Portion of sales to Cornerstone 
Landing. Tix: ecotayperth@gmail.com.
Ecotay, Perth. $100. ecotay.ca

Music	
Musicians Circle, Thur, 7pm. All musicians, all 

genres; no audience.Althorpe Bolingbroke 
Community Hall. abchall.ca

Music at Mera: Donnelly & Lacroix, Sep 
11; Wells & Koller, Sep 18; Ian Tamb-
lyn, Oct 2. 2pm. $25 from TicketsPlease.ca. 
MERA Schoolhouse, McDonalds Corners

CAMMAC Ottawa Valley Choral Con-
cert, Sep 11, 3pm. Tix: White Pine Books, 
Baker Bob’s, door.St. John Chrysostom 
Church, Arnprior. $25;$10student

Pathway of Heroes: Perth’s Citizen 
Band, Sep 23, 7–9pm  Crystal Palace, 
Perth; Rock ‘n’ Roll Reunion Band 

Jam, Sep 25, Perth Legion Hall ($10, 
proceeds to Legion). 

Rachel Kilgour, Sep 23, 7:30pm.  Studio The-
atre Perth. $15-20, harmonyconcerts.ca

Shania Twin, Sep 24, 8pm. Tribute concert.
Farrell Hall, Perth. $32/$37 from Tick-
etsPlease.ca. dreamrock.ca

Somerset Combo House Concert, Sep 
25, 7pm. Jazz with Ric Denis, Tony Stuart. 
$23: TicketsPlease.ca. Perth

Ott. Valley Country Music Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony, Sep 25, 
7pm. Centrepointe Theatre, Nepean. $45. 
819-281-3924        

Pub Listings
Buster’s Bar & Grill (Kanata, 836-7007): 

Sep 25, 2-5pm APEX Jazz Band
Carp Masonic Lodge: Mon Carp Celtic 

Jam, 7pm, $3
The Waterfront Gastropub (CP, 257-

5755): 
	 Sun Redneck Limousine, 3-6pm

 Open Stage, Bowie’s
 Jazz Night w/Spencer Evans Trio, The 

Cove
 Johnny Franco, Constance Bay
 Naismith Men’s Shed Breakfast, 

Appleton
 Mah-Jongg, Bolingbroke
 Musicians Circle, Bolingbroke

 Sundance Artisan Show, Maberly
 The Goodnight Irenes feat. Jon 

McLurg, The Cove
 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
 Perth Fair, Perth
 Hackberry Men’s Shed, Carleton Place

 World Premiere: Ice Breaker – the ‘72 
Summit Series, Perth

 SF Bridge Club, Smiths Falls
 Music Trivia, The Barley Mow
 Eric Uren, The Cove
 Gentle Yoga & Meditation, Carp

 World Premiere: Ice Breaker – the ‘72 
Summit Series, Perth

 Karaoke, Golden Arrow
 Almonte Bridge Club, Almonte
 Trivia Night, Bowie’s
 Rack ‘n Tunes & Open Mic w/Shawn 

McCullough & Friends, The Cove
 CP&D Hort: These Plants are not 

Vegan, Carleton Place

 ART, Perth
 Meet & Greet: Chris St. Clair, Perth
 Steve Marriner Band Dinner+Show, 

The Cove
 Tyler Cochrane, Constance Bay
 Open Stage, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Breakfast, 

Appleton
 Mah-Jongg, Bolingbroke
 Musicians Circle, Bolingbroke
 Toastmasters Online, Zoom

 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
 Logan Brown, The Cove
 CFUW Perth & District Open House, 

Perth
 Hackberry Men’s Shed, Carleton Place

 Hackberry Men’s Shed Breakfast, 
Carleton Place

 SF Bridge Club, Smiths Falls
 Music Trivia, The Barley Mow
 Gentle Yoga & Meditation, Carp
 Machine Embroidery Group begins, 

Westport
 Kent Nicholson, The Cove

 Mississippi Mills at a Glance, Almonte
 Virtual Vernissage: Marina Raike, 

Almonte
 Karaoke, Golden Arrow
 Almonte Bridge Club, Almonte
 Trivia Night, Bowie’s
 Rack ‘n Tunes & Open Mic w/Shawn 

McCullough & Friends, The Cove
 Meditation & Associated Processes, 

Perth

 ART, Perth
 Meghan Balogh & Martin Smit , The 

Cove
 Take Back the Night Rally/March, 

Carleton Place
  Author Reading & Signing: Merilyn 

Simonds, Almonte
 4-Hand Euchre, Almonte
 Ty Hall, Constance Bay
 Open Stage, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Breakfast, 

Appleton
 Mah-Jongg, Bolingbroke
 Musicians Circle, Bolingbroke

 Henry Norwood, The Cove
 Almonte Quilters’ Virtual Mtg, Zoom
 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
 Hackberry Men’s Shed, Carleton Place

 SF Bridge Club, Smiths Falls
 Music Trivia, The Barley Mow
 Gentle Yoga & Meditation, Carp
 Eric Uren, The Cove

 Karaoke, Golden Arrow
 Almonte Bridge Club, Almonte
 Trivia Night, Bowie’s
 Rack ‘n Tunes & Open Mic w/Shawn 

McCullough & Friends, The Cove
 Pakenham Hort: Horticultural 

Therapy, Pakenham

 Open Stage, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Breakfast, 

Appleton
 Mah-Jongg, Bolingbroke
 Musicians Circle, Bolingbroke
 Johnny Franco, Constance Bay
 Toastmasters Online, Zoom
 Sue Prosser, The Cove

 Steve Stacey & Pat Robillard, The 
Cove

 Almonte Horticultural: Tulips, Zoom
 Carp Celtic Jam, Carp Masonic Lodge
 Hackberry Men’s Shed, Carleton Place

 Hackberry Men’s Shed Breakfast, 
Carleton Place

 SF Bridge Club, Smiths Falls
 Music Trivia, The Barley Mow
 Gentle Yoga & Meditation, Carp
 Eric Uren w/Ukelele Group Jam, The 

Cove
 Lanark County Quilters’ Guild Mtg, 

Perth

 Rack ‘n Tunes & Open Mic w/Shawn 
McCullough & Friends, The Cove

 Meditation & Associated Processes, 
Perth

 Karaoke, Golden Arrow
 Almonte Bridge Club, Almonte
 Trivia Night, Bowie’s

 Almonte Fall Night Market, Almonte
 Pebble Mosaic Unveiling, Smiths Falls
 Graven aka Matty McKechnie, The 

Cove
 Open Stage, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Breakfast, 

Appleton
 Mah-Jongg, Bolingbroke
 Musicians Circle, Bolingbroke
 4-Hand Euchre, Almonte
 Ty Hall, Constance Bay

Concave Gallery presents James Boyd’s retrospective Having Said That… <concavegallery.com> 
MERA presents Trees 4 Life <MERAschoolhouse.org> 
Mississippi Valley Textile Museum presents Kai Chan’s In the Forest [to Sep 17] <mvtm.ca>
Sivarulrasa Gallery presents Jihane Mossalim: About Time [to Sep 16], Marina Raike: Looking Back [from Sep 

7] <sivarulrasa.com> 
The Almonte Library Corridor Gallery presents the Carell Farmer’s acrylics & mixed media of the Language 

of the Land art show 
Fall in Love with Maple, Sep 24 to Oct 2, see ontariomaple.com/fall-in-love-with-maple for local producers
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The Cove (Westport, 273-3636): 5-8pm un-
less noted; patio is weather-dependent. 
Wed Rack & Tunes & Open Mic w/Shawn 
McCullough & Friends, 5:30-8:30pm; Sun 
(excl 4) Eric Uren
Sep 1 Jazz w/Spencer Evans Trio, 8-10pm, 
$10
Sep 2 Cameron Wyatt & Isabella Nicole
Sep 3 John Wilberforce 
Sep 4 Head Over Heels 
Sep 5 Goodnight Irenes w/Jon McLurg
Sep 6 Eric Uren 
Sep 8 Steve Marriner Band, 5-9pm, $90 
dinner+show 
Sep 9 Sam Wilson
Sep 10 The Album Covers, 6-10pm, $70 
dinner+show
Sep 12 Logan Brown
Sep 13 Kent Nicholson
Sep 15 Meghan Balogh + Martin Smit
Sep 16 Chris Murphy, 5:30-9pm
Sep 17 Eric Uren 12-2pm & 5-8pm
Sep 17, 24, Oct 1 Eric Uren on patio
Sep 19 Henry Norwood, 7-9pm

Sep 20 Eric Uren, 7-9pm
Sep 22 Sue Prosser
Sep 23 Terry Gillespie, $20 
Sep 26 Steve Stacey + Pat Robillard
Sep 27 Eric Uren w/Ukelele Group Jam
Sep 29 Graven 7-10pm, $10 
Sep 30 Jeff Callery

Barley Mow (Almonte, 256-5669): Tues 
Music Trivia, 8pm

The Bay Café (Constance Bay, 832-2112): 
Thu 7-9pm
Sep 1, 22 Johnny Franco
Sep 8 Tyler Cochrane
Sep 15, 29 Ty Hall

Bowie’s (Smiths Falls): Wed Where is my 
Mind Trivia, 8-10pm (sign up online); Thu 
Open Stage, 8pm (casual sign-up); Fri new 
music 8:30 & 11:30pm; Sat Jazz w/the 
Beeched Wailers, 9pm-12am
Sep 2 North Easton
Sep 9 Braden Foulkes
Sep 16 Landon A. R. Cole
Sep 23 Cassie Noble
Sep 30 Lunar Bloom

Golden Arrow Pub (Perth, 267-4500): 9pm, 
Wed Karaoke; 
Sep 2, 16, 30 Joel Brown
Sep 3 Layne Affleck
Sep 9 Nick McLean Quartet 
Sep 23 Ted Lalonde
Oct 1 Brock Zeman

Community	 
SF Bridge Club, Tues, 12:45pm. Fully vaxxed, 

masked.Smiths Falls Legion. 256-4747
Naismith Men’s Shed (naismithmensshed.

ca): 
Thu, 8:30am, Breakfast ($12+), Appleton 
Fri, 10am, Zoom, nicolasdfry@gmail.com

Hackberry Men’s Shed: 
Mon, 7pm, coffee/chat, 134 Stonewater 
Bay, CP
Sep 13, 27, 7:30am, breakfast ($12+), 
Gourmet Restaurant, CP

Gentle Yoga & Meditation, Tues, 4–5:30pm. 
Carp Ridge EcoWellness Centre. ecowell-
ness.com

Almonte Bridge Club, Wed 12:45pm. 
Fully vaxxed; masked.Almonte Legion. 
256-4747

Mah-Jongg, Thur, 1pm. Lessons provided. 
blueheron2018@gmail.com, 273-2571.
ABC Hall. abchall.ca

Scottish Country Dancing, Fridays (from 
Sep 16), 9:30am.  McMartin House, Perth. 
264-2767    

Tarot Readings, Sat (10-5) & Sun (10-5). 
Witch Haus, Almonte. witchhaus.ca

CP&D Hort: These Plants are not Veg-
an, Sep 7, 7pm. Zion-Memorial Church, CP. 
$5 or $15/yr. cphorticulture.ca

Toastmasters Online, Sep 8 & 22, 7pm. Im-
prove public speaking & leadership.Zoom, 
register at carletonplacetoastmasters@
gmail.com

AGH Run/Walk for Women’s Health, 
Sep 10, 8am in person, Almonte General 
Hospital; or virtually Sep 3-9

Pakenham Hort Plant Sale, Sep 10, 9am–
12pm. Stewart Com. Centre, Pakenham. 
pakenhamhort@gmail.com

Parkinson SuperWalk, Sep 10, 9:30am. 
To register/donate, google Parkinson 
Superwalk.Conlon Farm, Perth.

Blueberry Tea, Sep 11, 1–4pm. Blueberries, 
pastry, tea, coffee. Admission free, dona-
tions appreciated. Union Hall, Almonte

PDCF – Let’s Celebrate Our Com-
munity, Sep 11, 2–4:30pm. Perth & 
District Community Foundation. Music: 
James Keelaghan & Jess Wedden. Apps, 
cash bar. Crystal Palace, Perth. Free: 
TicketsPlease.ca

200th Anniversary Church Service, Sep 
11, 2pm. Reception in Carriage House. All 
welcome.St. James Church, Franktown. 
facebook.com/StJamesFranktown

CFUW Perth & District Open House, 
Sep 12, 6–8pm. Women of all ages wel-
come. Perth Legion. j_girouard@sym-
patico.ca

Machine Embroidery Group begins, Sep 
13, 10am. North Crosby Hall, Westport. 
creativestylingjc@gmail.com

Meditation & Associated Processes, 
Sep 14 & 28, 1:30–3pm. Perth Library. By 
donation. 225-4675        

Mississippi Mills at a Glance, Sep 14, 
7–9pm. Register for winter activities.
Almonte Community Centre/Arena. 
mississippimills.ca

Take Back the Night Rally/March, Sep 15, 
6pm. Gather beside Carleton Place Town 
Hall. Wear mask. lcih.org

4-Hand Euchre, Sep 15 & 29, 7pm. Stan Mills 
Centre, Almonte. 256-3281        

Take Away Fish Fry, Sep 17, 5–6:30pm. Incl 
chips, coleslaw, cake. Pick-up: 54 Beckwith 
St. E. 267-1163.St. James Anglican Church, 
Perth. $20; $15 kids 7-12

Community Harvest Supper, Sep 17, 
4–7pm. Full turkey dinner+fixings, pie. 
Tix: Eat In or Take Out or buy for Food 
Bank; TicketsPlease.ca.St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Almonte. $25; $15 under 13yrs

Maple Leafs Alumni Game, Sep 17, 6pm. 
Leafs Alum vs. SF Rideaus+Sponsors. 
Many extra activities. See TicketsPlease.
ca. Smiths Falls Com. Centre. $20-$100. 
ticketsplease.ca

Pakenham Hort: Horticultural Therapy, 
Sep 21, 7:30pm.  Kristin Topping (Sweetlife 
Flora). pakenhamhort@gmail.com.St. 
Andrew’s Church, Pakenham    

Pathway of Heroes: Remembrance 
Activities, Sep 24.   Walkabout through 
Perth to view banners. Refreshments 
12pm-close at Perth Legion

National “Home Child” Day Recogni-
tion, Sep 24, 12–4pm. Learn about Home 
Children raised in the area. Middleville 
Museum. middlevillemuseum.org

MERA Open House, Sep 25, 12–3pm. Learn 
how to get involved; refreshments.MERA 
Schoolhouse, McDonalds Corners. mera-
schoolhouse.org

Almonte Horticultural: Tulips, Sep 26, 
7:30pm. Tina Liu, NCC Landscape Archi-
tect. Zoom, register at adhsmailbox@
gmail.com. $2; 1st mtg free

Pebble Mosaic Unveiling, Sep 29, 6–8pm. 
Mosaic honours victims & survivors of 
gender-based violence. Town Hall Square, 
Smiths Falls. lcih.org

Almonte Fall Night Market, Sep 29, 
5–9pm. Food, drink, ent’t, specials.Down-
town Almonte. facebook.com/destina-
tionalmonte

Nat’l Truth & Reconciliation Day / Or-
ange Shirt Day, Sep 30.  Wear orange to 
show you agree that every child matters.
Canada, Everywhere. orangeshirtday.org

Almonte Lectures: Confessions of an 
Orchid Lover, Sep 30, 7:30pm. Zoom. 
Speaker: Janet Johns. Zoom, register at 
almontelectures.com. free; donations 
accepted

Arnprior Humane Society Walk-A-
Thon, Oct 1, 11am. Reg. 11am, walk 12pm. 
Pledge form: arnpriorhumanesociety.ca

Perth Night Market, Oct 1, 5pm–late. Dis-
cover what Perth has to offer.Downtown 
Perth. perth.ca/nightmarket

Child Haven: Market Masala, Oct 2, 
3–5pm. Int’l bazaar, E. Indian food, henna. 
Fundraiser. Preorder dinner: $20, jane-
hamilton@live.ca.Market Square Pavilion, 
Carleton Place. childhaven.ca

 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Cameron Wyatt & Isabella Nicole, The Cove
 North Easton, Bowie’s
 Perth Fair, Perth
 Naismith Men’s Shed Zoom
 Joel Brown, Golden Arrow

 Farmers’ Markets, Carp, Perth, CP,  Almonte, Calabogie, 
McDonalds Corners

 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Perth Fair, Perth
 Tarot Readings, Almonte
 Sundance Artisan Show, Maberly
 Merrickville Antique Artisans Show, Merrickville
 Opening: Having Said That..., Perth
 John Wilberforce, The Cove
 Jazz w/the Beeched Wailers, Bowie’s
 Layne Affleck, Golden Arrow

 Sundance Artisan Show, Maberly
 Perth Fair, Perth
 Sunday Market, McDonalds Corners
 Tarot Readings, Almonte
 Meet the Artists: Art by the Baileys, McDonalds 

Corners
 Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
 Head Over Heels, The Cove
 Arnprior Market, Arnprior

 ART, Perth
 Sam Wilson, The Cove
 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Eat, Play, Love, Perth
 Braden Foulkes, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Zoom
 Nick McLean Quartet, Golden Arrow

 Fibrefest, Almonte
 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Jazz w/the Beeched Wailers, Bowie’s
 ART, Perth
 AGH Run/Walk for Women’s Health, Almonte
 Pakenham Hort Plant Sale, Pakenham
 Parkinson SuperWalk, Perth
 Tarot Readings, Almonte
 Back Forty Guided Tours & Tastings, Mississippi Station
 The Album Covers Dinner+Show, The Cove
 Farmers’ Markets, Carp, Perth, CP,  Almonte, McDonalds 

Corners

 Fibrefest, Almonte
 Blueberry Tea, Almonte
 PDCF – Let’s Celebrate Our Community, Perth
 200th Anniversary Church Service, Franktown
 Music at Mera: Donnelly & Lacroix, McDonalds Cnrs
 ART, Perth
 CAMMAC Ottawa Valley Choral Concert, Arnprior
 Back Forty Farm-to-Table Dinner, Mississippi Station
 Eric Uren, The Cove
 Lanark County Harvest Festival, Beckwith
 Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
 Arnprior Market, Arnprior
 Sunday Market, McDonalds Corners
 Tarot Readings, Almonte

 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 ART, Perth
  Scottish Country Dancing, Perth
 Chris Murphy, The Cove
 Landon A. R. Cole, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Zoom
 Joel Brown, Golden Arrow

 Maple Leafs Alumni Game, Smiths Falls
 Westporch Festival, Westport
 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 ART, Perth
 CP Farmers’ Market Harvest Festival, Carleton Place
 Eric Uren, The Cove
 Jazz w/the Beeched Wailers, Bowie’s
 Tarot Readings, Almonte
 Community Harvest Supper, Almonte
 Take Away Fish Fry, Perth
 Farmers’ Markets, Carp, Perth, CP,  Almonte, McDonalds 

Corners

 ART, Perth
 Music at Mera: Wells & Koller, McDonalds Corners
 Eric Uren, The Cove
 Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
 Arnprior Market, Arnprior
 Sunday Market, McDonalds Corners
 Tarot Readings, Almonte

 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
  Scottish Country Dancing, Perth
 Terry Gillespie, The Cove
 Pathway of Heroes: Perth’s Citizen Band, Perth
 Rachel Kilgour, Perth
 Cassie Noble, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Zoom
 Ted Lalonde, Golden Arrow

 National Alpaca Farm Days, Braeside
 Perth Autumn Studio Tour, Cordwood Studio
 Shania Twin, Perth
 N. Frontenac Back Roads Studio Tour
 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Jazz w/the Beeched Wailers, Bowie’s
 Delta Harvest Festival, Delta
 National “Home Child” Day Recognition, Middleville
 Book Launch: Noreen Tyers, Perth
 Eric Uren on the Patio, The Cove
 Pathway of Heroes: Remembrance Activities, Perth
 Tarot Readings, Almonte
 Farmers’ Markets, Carp, Perth, CP,  Almonte, McDonalds 

Corners

 National Alpaca Farm Days, Braeside
 Perth Autumn Studio Tour, Cordwood Studio
 N. Frontenac Back Roads Studio Tour
 MERA Open House, McDonalds Corners
 Eric Uren, The Cove
 Somerset Combo House Concert, Perth
 OV Country Music Hall of Fame Ceremony, Nepean
 Pathway of Heroes: Rock ‘n’ Roll Reunion Jam, Perth
 APEX Jazz Band, Buster’s
 Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
 Arnprior Market, Arnprior
 Sunday Market, McDonalds Corners
 Tarot Readings, Almonte

 National Truth & Reconciliation Day / Orange 
Shirt Day

 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
  Scottish Country Dancing, Perth
 Jeff Callery, The Cove
 Almonte Lectures: Confessions of an Orchid Lover, 

Zoom
 Lunar Bloom, Bowie’s
 Naismith Men’s Shed Zoom
 Joel Brown, Golden Arrow

 Perth Night Market, Perth
 Humane Society Walk-A-Thon, Arnprior
 Outerbridge: Clockwork Mysteries, Smiths Falls
 Eric Uren on the Patio, The Cove
 Meet the Author: Brenda Chapman, Almonte
 Jazz w/the Beeched Wailers, Bowie’s
 Farmers’ Markets, Carp, Perth, CP,  Almonte, McDonalds 

Corners
 Brock Zeman, Golden Arrow

 Music at Mera: Ian Tamblyn, McDonalds Corners
 Child Haven: Market Masala, Carleton Place
 Redneck Limousine, Waterfront Gastropub
 Sunday Market, McDonalds Corners
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All  contests have prizes and please follow us on Facebook
for details on entering the contests.

Sheep shearing Animal exhibition

BBQ 

Salsa contest

Kids crafts and contests

Apple pie contest

Farm machinery

Carleton Place Farmers Market 
Harvest Festival 2022 

September 17th
8:30AM to 3PM
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Market Masala is back! This year’s event in support 
of Child Haven International <childhaven.ca> will 
take place on Sunday, October 2 from 3–5pm at the 
Carleton Place Market Square. As usual, all proceeds 
will go to support women and children in Child 
Haven homes in India, Nepal, Tibet and Bangladesh. 

This Market Masala is the 7th annual fundraising 
event in Carleton Place. You can enjoy a delicious 
take-home Indian meal provided by Shafali East 
Indian restaurant, shop at the international sales 
bazaar, get henna body art, enjoy East Indian music 
and culture, and learn more about this amazing 
organization — all in a covered outdoor environment.

There will be sales tables featuring an amazing 
array of handcrafted goods and a silent auction of 
beautiful unique items from India, Nepal, Tibet and 
Bangladesh. There will be activities and crafts for 
children, and the always popular henna artists will be 
back to apply their ornate and unique personal henna 
designs. There will also be beautiful saris available 
to purchase. All items are selected by Bonnie Cap-
puccino during her trips to the Child Haven homes.

Founded in1985 by Bonnie and Fred Cappuccino 
in Maxville, Ontario, Child Haven International 
operates nine homes for over 1,250 children and 
women. Bonnie and Fred have been awarded the 
Order of Canada for their ongoing, inspiring and 
charitable work. They bring a message of hope, and 
amazing stories about the children to whom they’ve 
provided a nurturing home and education, who go 
on to lead successful independent lives.

Operating according to the philosophy and prin-
ciples of Mahatma Gandhi, Child Haven homes 

“Market Masala” 
Child Haven Fundraiser

Best friends at the Child Haven 
Chittagong home in Bangladesh

promote education, gender equality, non-violence, 
respect for all cultures and religious backgrounds, 
and simple living. All its funds are raised from indi-
vidual donors, and through events such as this one 
throughout Canada and around the world.

As a result of the pandemic, Child Haven homes 
have taken in many more destitute children. Fun-
draisers such as Market Masala go a long way to 
helping the charity meet its needs, and your support 
now is more important than ever!

While the Market Masala event is free, tickets for 
the take-home dinner are $20 and can be ordered by 
emailing Jane Hamilton at <janehamilton@live.ca>. 
Shafali Indian Restaurant has been very supportive, 
and 100% of ticket sales go to Child Haven. Order-
ing early is recommended, as dinner tickets sold 
out last year!

Summer is here, and after 3 years under Covid it’s 
time for the folks at Union Hall to open the doors 
to continue tradition with the annual Blueberry Tea, 
now taking place on Sunday, September 11.

Everyone is invited to join neighbours and friends 
for blueberries with fine pastry and tea or Equator 
coffee in this old-fashioned celebration of summer. 
Doors are open from 1–4pm. Admission is free, and 
donations are greatly appreciated.

Union Hall has been a focal point for social gath-
erings for over 150 years, from church services to 
the temperance movement, and for institutions as 
diverse as the Women’s Institute and the public 
library. Today, with support from Mississippi Mills, 
the volunteer committee works to preserve and 
maintain the building, home to so many local com-
munity events.

Union Hall’s Blueberry Tea

The collaborative minds of Creative-
IDEAS, Ghostlight Productions and 
Ecotay are bringing you a fun new 
way to combine the things they love 
most: delicious food, live entertain-
ment, and support for those in need 
in our community.

On Friday, September 9, people 
are invited to “crash” the wedding 
reception of Bruno and Tilly Oliviera 
located in a beautifully restored herit-
age setting at Ecotay. This one-night-
only event is in fact the premiere 
of Guy Newsham’s latest comedy, 
Reception.

The evening starts off with the first 
dance of the new couple, and moves through a series 
of ten-minute conversations had between various 
members of the wedding, in and around seated 
guests. In between these conversations, guests will 
be served unique creations of a delicious 6-course 
meal (with vegetarian and meat options).

Eat, Play, Love at Ecotay

In addition to the fabulous food and entertain-
ment, 50% of each ticket will be donated to Corner-
stone Landing Youth Services to support vulnerably 
housed youth in Lanark County.

Please email <ecotayperth@gmail.com> to reserve 
seats or tables for 8 for this very special “Reception.”

Ecotay is the setting for this very special Reception…



Heather O’Neill • David Adams Richards • Robyn Maynard 
Nita Prose • Guy Gavriel Kay • Leanne Prain  

Tsering Yangzom Lama • Merilyn Simonds • Iain Reid 
Martha Wainwright • Ali Hassan • Eva Stachniak

28 September to 
2 October 2022

FESTIvAL PASSES AND EvENT  
TIcKETS NOW ON SALE!

Holiday Inn Kingston Water front

Plan Your Festival at kingstonwritersfest.ca 

kingstonwritersfest.ca    #WritersFestYGK #KWF2022

kingstonwritersfest.ca    #WritersFestYGK #KWF2022

NEW SERIES: BENEATH THE SuRFAcE 
Maude Barlow – Event #6: How Can We Help?

Dr. Gabor Maté – Event #10: The Myth of Normal
Joshua Whitehead – Event #22: Identities in Rupture

12 WRITERS STuDIO MASTER cLASSES
Make it a 2- or 4- day Writers’ Retreat

with accommodation packages

Fall into something delicious!Fall into something delicious!

Heavenly hot chocolate,

cozy cappuccino &

tasty teas await youHeavenly hot chocolate,

cozy cappuccino &

tasty teas await you

Open 7 days a weekOpen 7 days a week
Visit our Chocolate Factory, Shop & CaféVisit our Chocolate Factory, Shop & Café
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On Thursday, September 15 at 6:30pm, the 
Almonte branch of the Mississippi Mills 
Public Library welcomes popular Canadian 
author Merilyn Simonds. Simonds will read 
from her new novel Woman, Watching and 
sign copies of her book. Almonte’s Mill 
Street Books will be in attendance to sell 
copies of a few of Simonds’ titles as well 
as her most recent book.

Merilyn Simonds is the award-winning 
author of 20 books, including the novel The 
Holding, a New York Times Book Review 
Editors’ Choice, and the Canadian classic 
nonfiction novel The Convict Lover, a finalist 
for the Governor General’s Award and in-
spiration for the Judith Thompson play Hot 
House. With her husband, Wayne Grady, 
she wrote the travel memoir Breakfast at 
the Exit Café, and for nine years, a books 
column for the Kingston Whig Standard. 
Her most recent nonfiction is Gutenberg’s 
Fingerprint (2017), a meditation on reading, 
writing, and the future of the printed book. 
Merilyn divides her time between Kingston 
and Mexico, the setting for her most recent 
novel Refuge, a story of sanctuary. 

Woman, Watching: Louise de Kiriline 
Lawrence and the Songbirds of Pimisi Bay, 
a hybrid memoir/biography of a reclusive 
Canadian amateur ornithologist, was pub-

Merilyn Simonds 
to Visit Mississippi 
Mills Public Library

lished in May of 2022 to great acclaim. 
Margaret Atwood called it a “lyrical, pas-
sionate, and deeply researched portrait.” 
Helen Humphreys wrote, “This is no or-
dinary biography. Beautiful and powerful.” 
And Kyo Maclear, author of Birds, Art, Life, 
exclaimed, “Woman, Watching is unlike any-
thing I’ve ever read. It’s radical, it’s ravishing.”

Reservations are required. Please visit 
<missmillslibrary.com> or call 256–1037 
to reserve a seat!



sumackloft.ca
256-0378

foilmedia.ca
256-5855

Schedule
a free call 

with 
Auni or Dagne 

today! 

E-co�erce
forms & data collecting

Logos & Branding

web Design

logos, print, 
& web design

ALEX@LAURAKELLER.CA

(613) 7905723

515 MCNEELY AVE UNIT 1A, CARLETON PLACE ON K7C 0A8
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On Thursday, September 8, The Cove Inn 
stage will host one of Canada’s premier 
musical talents: multi-instrumentalist, 
singer-songwriter Steve Marriner. Steve is 
famously one third of the Juno and Maple 
Blues award-winning MonkeyJunk, as well 
as a musical collaborator with Colin James 
(on the album Miles to Go) and Harry Manx 
(on the album Hellbound for Heaven). For 
his gig at The Cove, Steve will be bringing 
his band and performing songs from his 
new release Hope Dies Last. We caught up 
with him to find out a bit more about the 
new album, the upcoming show, and what 
keeps this energetic performer going.

theHumm: Your latest solo 
project, Hope Dies Last, is a bit of a de-
parture from the swamp blues of Mon-
keyJunk. Can you talk a bit about the 
writing and recording process?

Steve Marriner: Hope Dies Last is a cul-
mination of several years’ worth of work. 
It includes songs from sessions spanning 
back to 2017. At the time, I didn’t have a 
goal in mind beyond capturing songs I had 
just written. So, when the pandemic struck 
and I found myself with an abundance of 
downtime, I dug through these sessions 
and picked the best songs. I believe there 
were four that made it to the album. Then, 
in between lockdowns, some musicians and 
I got together at Jimmy Bowskill’s studio 
— The Ganarasca Recording Company in 

Living the Blues: 
an Interview with Steve Marriner

Cobourg, ON — and got to 
work recording more songs 
to round out the album. I also 
recorded the closing track, 
Long Way Down, at my home 
studio in Toronto. So, it’s a bit 
of a mish-mash of material, but 
I’m pleased with the common 
thread we’ve found to weave 
through it.

What originally inspired 
you to start playing and 
writing music? Where did 
you get your start?

The Blues Brothers and Back 
to the Future were my first in-
troduction to blues and rock 
& roll. Both of those films had 
a huge impact on my musical 
taste and desire to learn. I saw 
them both around the same 
time and so began my love 
affair with 50’s rock & roll and 
blues. I quickly started listening 
to everything on Chess Records — Chuck 
Berry, Muddy Waters, Howlin’ Wolf, Sonny 
Boy Williamson, Little Walter, Bo Diddley. 
For my 11th birthday, my parents got me 
a harmonica and lessons at The Ottawa 
Folklore Centre. For the next year and a bit, I 
studied with Larry “The Bird” Mootham. He 
taught me the foundations of everything I 
know about the instrument and introduced 

me to music that would shape me into the 
player I am today. He also introduced me to 
many Ottawa musicians and helped get my 
name around town. Sadly, we lost Larry in 
2000, but I remember him always, especially 
on stage.

If you could have one musician, living 
or dead, join you on stage at The Cove 
who would it be?

That’s a nearly-impossible 
question, but my answer is 
always the same — Muddy 
Waters. He is my true hero and 
biggest inspiration musically. 

You are known as one of 
the hardest working musi-
cians in Canada. Is there a 
secret formula to your cre-
ative energy?

Survival! It’s always been 
difficult to make a living being 
a musician, but especially so 
since the pandemic. So my 
hustle comes from necessity. 
I’ve always been a hard worker 
and motivated to succeed, but 
there’s an added weight now. 
I think being so in love with 
music and performing it is 
really what drives me. There’s 
no place I’d rather be than on 
stage in front of people eager to 
listen. I just try to bring it to as 

many people as I can.
Steve Marriner and his band return 

to The Cove’s waterside stage on Thurs-
day, September 8 as part of “The Pond 
Music Series.” A delicious dinner and the 
show will cost $90 (plus HST & gratu-
ity). Come early to catch special guest 
opener Jake Chisholm. Reservations are 
required.

The phenomenal (and phenominally hard-working) 
Steve Marriner returns with his band to The Cove on September 8



your Local, Canadian, Natural, Health Food Store
and so much more!

106 WILSON ST. W. PERTH, ON 613.267.5409   foodsmiths.com
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Good things are going on at the 
Community Garden on Townline 
Road in Carleton Place. This quarter-
acre space boasts over 70 garden 
plots, has enthusiastic gardeners and 
volunteers, and is strongly supported 
by the Lanark County Food Bank, 
St. Gregory School and the Town 
of Carleton Place.

The garden is a tremendous resource for 
community groups. Teachers at the nearby 
St. Gregory School bring their students to the 
gardens to study insects, vegetables and other 
plants. The school also grows vegetables and 
herbs on two plots. Another plot is operated 
by Community Living. Their residents enjoy 
coming out to the garden and are very happy 

An Amazing Community Garden in CP!
to take produce back for their lunch. A com-
munal plot called “the salad bowl” consists 
of herbs and a variety of lettuces that are 
available to all gardeners.

The garden has a fantastic group of volun-
teers who take on tasks such as grass cutting, 
maintenance, trimming around the boxes, 
and the myriad administrative tasks such as 
registering gardeners and regular communi-
cations. Their latest projects have included 
staining the shed, pergola and picnic table, 
and creating a new composting area.

The last five years have seen a major in-
crease in the number of gardeners as word 
gets out and folks share the good things hap-
pening with their friends. There is an incred-
ibly positive vibe at the garden as gardeners 
meet their friends — many of the regulars 
gather at the garden just about every day. The 
number of boxes has been increased three 
times in the last five years, with a dozen or 
so added each time.

The garden has most recently benefitted 
from a major investment by the Town of 
Carleton Place in bringing town water to the 
site. By the standards of most community 
gardens, Carleton Place Community Garden 
now has the incredible luxury of a water 
tap at three corners of the site. Previously, 
gardeners had to drag 400 feet of hose from 
the nearby school and fill three 1000-litre 
water tanks. Gardeners watered their plots 
with watering cans filled at the tanks.

A major renovation and expansion of 
the garden took place in the spring of 2017, 
made possible by a $4,700 grant. The existing 

gardeners at the site had formed 
a partnership with the Lanark 
County Food Bank (aka the 
Hunger Stop) to apply for a grant 
from a program administered by 
the Ontario Association of Food 
Banks with funding coming from 
Sysco, a large food wholesaling 
and distribution company.

The Carleton Place Com-
munity Garden was initially 
developed in 2006 with 20 beds 
measuring ten feet by ten feet. 
After many years of successful gardening, 
the need for rejuvenation had become ap-
parent — the lumber that supported the beds 
had rotted; perennial grasses and weeds had 
grown up between the beds; deer and other 
mammals have become a major concern; 
there was no on-site storage for gardening 
tools; watering depended on the availability 
of rain barrels, many of which were cracked 
and leaking; and the clay soil was no longer 
friable. Many gardeners had left the program 
due to the difficult growing conditions; 
others for whom the garden is critical to 
their dietary requirements had persevered.

The rejuvenation was led by the Lanark 
County Food Bank in collaboration with exist-
ing gardeners at the site and in consultation 
with local Master Gardeners. A new Carleton 
Place men’s group, the Hackberry Men’s Shed, 
agreed to design and build the shed and other 
structures that were part of the plan.

A substantial berm (a Hugelkulture struc-
ture created from existing materials that 

preserves moisture and prevents natural 
materials from being trucked to landfill) was 
created on two sides of the garden using the 
decaying timbers and several truckloads of 
unscreened soil and wood chips. Part of the 
berm is planted with shrubs such as currants 
and haskap, with most of the rest gradually 
being converted to growing beds.

When rebuilt in 2017, about half of the 
space was reserved for growing vegetables 
for Food Bank clients. As the Food Bank has 
been able to invest in a two-acre garden in 
Blakeney, most of this space has become 
available to meet demand from new gar-
deners.

The garden plots remain free of charge to 
the gardeners. A small budget is provided by 
the Food Bank; otherwise, the garden relies 
on donations from volunteers and from local 
businesses.

For further information and news about 
this initiative, follow them Facebook at Car-
leton Place Community Garden.

by David Hinks
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Sewing
Quality

Accessories
for You

& Your Home!

Located in the Perkins Building
at the corner of Wilson & Foster Streets in Perth

theplaidcow.catheplaidcow the_plaid_cow

Fa� in love with plaid

Pick up theHumm in Carleton Place at 
freshco
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It’s almost hard to imagine there is a deadly 
critical climate crisis out in the world. Here 
in Lanark County we have been blessed with 
a really good old-fashioned summer. Even 
our heat wave was just, well, “summer”. Yay 
for the cool lakes and rivers and forests of 
Lanark County!

It sure is tempting to just stop listening 
to the bad news about the rest of the world.

Telling our political and business leaders 
how bad things are and how much worse they 
will get doesn’t seem to have worked. The 

stories of huge rivers in Europe completely drying 
up and giant swaths of precious forests burning up 
all over the place seem to have very little effect on 
changing our way of doing business. Everything 
seems ok here, doesn’t it?

I have heard an analogy of us needing to approach 
the climate crisis the way the Brits did the threat 
of WWII. They had years and years of 
warning that the Germans were quite 
serious in their ambitions. The evidence 
was crystal clear. But it practically took 
the German army bristling about on the 
shores of the North Sea polishing their 
landing craft for the Brits to snap to at-
tention. Then it was all hands on deck: 
the whole country, and its “colonies” — 
including Canada — went into action to 
prevent what was clearly on their door-
step. Everyone was involved in the war 
effort. In a matter of months they built 
loads of ships and airplanes and other 
weaponry. The stories of what was ac-
complished in record time is astounding. 
My “housewife” aunt told stories of im-
mediately being sent off to work in a factory making 
ammunition and having her wrought-iron front gate 
and fences taken away for raw materials, as well as 
rationing of just about everything. School kids in 
Canada were sent out to collect milkweed pods to 
use as flotation material in life preservers. Everyone 
was required to be part of the solution.

We almost need to assume a wartime mentality 
in order to address the climate crisis. One version of 
this could include a mass operation to retrofit every 
building for saving energy (government programs 
now available to help with this: check out <climate-
networklanark.ca/housing-retrofit> for lots of infor-
mation, and specifically The Canada Greener Homes 
Grant <nrcan.gc.ca>). All new buildings should be 
constructed to eliminate fossil fuels and take advantage 
of leading-edge insulation and air sealing, as well as 
new electric technologies that heat, cool and save 
money. Factories will need to be turned to making 
things like heat pumps and wind turbines. Green roofs 
and more green spaces will cover cities, making them 
much more habitable. We won’t be paving paradise 
(such as our precious carbon-capturing wetlands and 
farms) to build parking lots and highways… on and 
on. All of this will stimulate the economy and create 
lasting prosperity.

There are numerous examples of projects and 
ways of living to inspire us all. I find this the most 
uplifting way to think of the future.

The Pine Brae Story
One of my favourite stories (and I’m planning to 
share more in future) is close to home, simple and 
sublime. It is the story of Pine Brae: a 100-acre 
eco-retreat in the heart of Lanark County. I asked 
owners Connie Higgs and Blair Copland about their 
home and life’s work (they rent off-grid, isolated 
cabins) — specifically, what moved them to buy a 

big chunk of wilderness and create a livelihood on 
it. Connie’s response was so powerful and simple: 
“We bought it to protect it.” They saw the value of 
this unadulterated wild place. This really struck me. 
It’s so profound. Creating a place for people to have 
the healing experience they offer. Simple peace and 
quiet in a natural setting.

But it’s more than that. The comfortable, off-grid 
experience there holds many lessons to take back to 
our built-up towns and cities. This is Blair’s telling 
of their story.

“I grew up a city kid, but summers were spent at 
our family cottage near St. Sauveur, Quebec. There 
I developed a love for the outdoors and learned to 
canoe and swim. Canoeing became my true passion, 
and as a teenager I was fortunate to participate in 
25-day canoe trips in northern Ontario and Quebec. 
As I grew up, I was always seeking wild places and 
eventually decided I wanted to make my home in 
the wilderness.

“The vision for Pine Brae was inspired by my own 
experiences of trying to find a place to enjoy nature 

but always finding crowded and over-developed of-
ferings. I knew there must be other people looking for 
what I was seeking, and that I could earn a sustainable 
living by preserving wild places and engaging in eco-
tourism. The search for the right property began in 
earnest in 2012. I was shocked to find a large acreage 
with lakefront in the heart of the Rideau Lakes. The 
property contains Provincially Significant Wetlands 
and could not be subdivided into small cottage lots, 
and it had many development restrictions as it con-
tains vital habitat for endangered species like the 
whippoorwill and rat snake. It was as though it was 
waiting for me.

“When we began the project, off-grid living was 
still in its infancy, and we realized that we were 
somewhat pioneers, but that we didn’t have to sac-
rifice too many modern comforts. There were small 
adjustments, such as postponing vacuuming or a 
load of laundry, or opting to not use the hair dryer 
on a cloudy day. The home we had built was almost 
a prototype for the cabins that would come later, and 
we learned a lot during the process. I was surprised 
to learn that adopting sustainable methods lowered 
costs in the long term and allowed me to truly actual-
ize the vision for Pine Brae. Solar power allowed us 
to put the house far from roads and noisy neighbours 
and for each cabin to be autonomous and far apart 
from the others, giving guests their own piece of 
wilderness to experience.”

What this couple has done is not within everyone’s 
means, but it shows we can make a living by taking 
care of this natural world — she will take care of us 
if we take care of her. If you want to see for yourself 
how off-grid living feels, check out <pinebrae.ca>.

If you have inspiring stories about people 
you know creating sustainable lives in the 
green economy, please let us know by emailing 
<info@climatenetworklanark.ca>.

by Chandler Swain
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Pine Brae is an eco-retreat in the heart of Lanark County
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Alliance Coin & Banknote “Where the World’s Coins
are Bought & Sold”

88 Mill St., Almonte 613–256–6785 / 613–558–2895
Member: Canadian Association of Numismatic Dealers, Royal Canadian Numismatic Association

�e Alliance Coin & Banknote Sale!�e Alliance Coin & Banknote Sale!
Selected Highlights from our Session I of the Toronto Coin Expo Auction Sale,

to be held live at the show and on our iCollector site.

Join us virtually for this exciting sale of more than 500 diverse lots of Coins, Banknotes, Medals and Tokens. 
Advance bidding is also available starting in mid-September, with a viewing session

to be held at the Ottawa Westboro Coin Show on Sunday, September 11.
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A very rare 1921 Canadian
Five Cents, Certified EF

A remarkable Inner Perimeter Sign
from the Apollo 11 Launch Site

A Highly Desirable Silver Tael
of French Indo China,

in Mint-state

A fine 19th Century Academic Trio
including Tessier and Governor-General Lansdowne Medals

A very rare and choice Canada 4 Dollars of 1882,
among the finest known!

The Field Glasses and
  WWI “Liberation Cloggs”
     from an American General

A Quebec Trade Dollar
in 24K Gold,
one of only
7 examples struck

A highly sought-after
Penned Note from
 Winston Churchill

A Choice American
Gold Double Eagle

of 1911D

An extremely Scarce Canadian 1947
Maple Leaf Half Dollar,
with the 7 curved right
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Lanark County Interval House and Com-
munity Support (LCIHCS) offers emer-
gency and ongoing programs to women and 
children living in or escaping from domestic 
violence. Founded in 1979 by a number 
of brave and determined feminists who 
saw the need for a safe place for women 
experiencing violence at home and in their 
relationships, the organization continues 
to provide care and support for women in 
our communities. They have two important 
events coming up in September:

Take Back the Night March
LCIHCS is asking the community to come 
together to join survivors and allies for a 
march of solidarity against sexual and do-
mestic violence with its annual Take Back 
the Night event. The event joins hundreds of 
thousands of supporters across the country.

“We march together in solidarity to 
demand that a woman’s right to walk our 
streets safely be upheld,” says Brianne Luck-
asavitch, Victim Advocate at Interval House. 
“We remember and honour the women 
and children who have been taken at the 
hands of violence and those who live with 
violence every day.”

The march will be held on Thursday, 
September 15 from 6–8pm. Participants will 
gather in the park next to Carleton Place 
Town Hall. The march will begin at 7pm 
and plans to follow the traditional route 
through town on Bridge Street, although 
this is subject to change based on the con-
struction. All are welcome to participate. 

Working Together to End Violence
“The march this year is so 

important,” adds Erin Lee, Ex-
ecutive Director. “After two 
years of violence exacerbated by 
COVID-19, recent femicides in 
our County and our neighbouring 
County, and the recent Renfrew 
County Inquest, we need to come 
together and use our voices. All 
women need to feel safe, and the 
more people that stand with you, 
the less you are alone.”

For the last 15 years, Carleton 
Place has been the host of one of 
the best-attended rural Take Back 
the Night marches in Canada. 
Even on the soggiest of nights, 
residents have turned out with 
their banners and noisemak-
ers in record numbers. Lanark 
County Interval House and their 
Community Partners also plan to 
relaunch their See It, Name It, Change It 
campaign at the event. The campaign urges 
us to use our voice to end violence and 
features new additions including a call to 
end racism.

Pebble Mosaic Honouring 
Victims of Violence
Lanark County Interval House and Com-
munity Support is proud to have collabo-
rated for the third time with ReDefine Arts 
to bring a unique pebble mosaic monument 
to Town Square in Smiths Falls. The mosaic 
will be unveiled on September 29, and all 

community members are welcome to par-
ticipate in the event.

The mosaic, part of ReDefine Arts’ 
Countdown Project, honours victims and 
survivors of gender-based violence while 
“counting down” to a world free from 
violence. The mosaic is designed and built 
by community members, guided by the 
talented artist team at ReDefine Arts. The 
mosaic offers a gathering place for reflecting 
on, remembering victims of, and creat-
ing change towards ending gender-based 
violence.

LCIHCS Executive Director Erin Lee 
says: “though plans for the mosaic began last 

fall, the tragic instance of femicide 
in Smiths Falls in December, the 
recent Renfrew County Inquest 
and rates of violence exacerbated 
by the pandemic create an in-
creased need for a project like this 
one. The community needs a place 
to heal and reflect. Conversations 
around ending violence need to 
happen.”

LCIHCS invites all community 
members to join them on Sep-
tember 29 from 6–8pm at Town 
Square, between Smiths Falls 
Public Library and the Town Hall, 
for an evening of community cel-
ebration and commemoration at 
the official unveiling of the Smiths 
Falls Countdown Pebble Mosaic. 
This free outdoor event will feature 
speakers, performers and light 
refreshments. All community 

members, project participants and their 
friends and family members are invited!

The mosaic’s design was collaboratively 
created by community members through 
five workshops. Anna Camilleri, Artistic 
Co-Director with ReDefine Arts and the 
mosaic’s lead artist, says the design “re-
flects resilience; the hummingbird is the 
anchor element, with rays around it being 
its energy, and the bottom includes an inter-
pretation of elevation, mountains or water.”

For more information about these events, 
or other LCIHCS programs, please visit 
<lcih.org>.

This year’s Take Back the Night march will take place 
on September 15. All are welcome and encouraged
to attend! On September 29, a mosaic honouring

victims of violence will be unveiled in Smiths Falls.
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27th Annual

TWO DAY FESTIVAL of FIBRE ARTS

ADMISSION: $7/day

Tickets
Please

VISIT MVTM.CA

Tickets, workshop and lecture registration at

ticketsplease.ca

&
Saturday, SEPTEMBER 10 10am-5pm

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 11 10am-4pm
MISSISSIPPI VALLEY TEXTILE MUSEUM

& THE ALMONTE COMMUNITY CENTRE

FIBRE ART VENDORS50+

15
WORKSHOPS

Make a Garden Gnome, Sept. 7, 9-4 • Intro to Rug Hooking, Sept 7&8, 6-9
Sheepskin Slippers for the Whole Family, Sept. 8, 9-12 • Planter People, Sept 8, 9–12
How to Spin Consistent Yarn, Sept. 8, morning (online) • Making Molas! SOLD OUT

Hooking a Grenfell Mat, Sept. 9, 9-12 • Needle Felted Daisy Clutch, Sept 9, 9–12
Christmas Sampler Blanket, Sept. 9, 1-4 • Ancient Craft of Basketry, SOLD OUT
Intro to Oxford Punch Needle, Sept. 10, 9-12 • Intro to Rug Hooking, Sept 10, 9-4

Exotic Colours with Dyes on Wool, Sept 10, 9–4 • Intro to Pine Needle Basketry, Sept. 11, 9-12
Make a Paverpol Small Bird, Sept. 11, 9-1

Join author Claire Wellesley-Smith 
via Zoom for a discussion of her 
textile practice and research in 
former industrial textile communities 
based in West Yorkshire and East 
Lancashire, UK.

Join author Claire Wellesley-Smith 
via Zoom for a discussion of her 
textile practice and research in 
former industrial textile communities 
based in West Yorkshire and East 
Lancashire, UK.

FEATURED LECTURE:

REGISTRATION $10
SEPTEMBER 8, 1PM
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